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INTRODUGTION

n the second millennium B.C., while the Elam nation was developing
a civilization alongside Babylon, Indo-European invaders gave their
name to the immense Iranian plateau where they settled. The word
“Iran” was derived from “Ayryana Vaejo.” which means “the origin of
the Aryans” These people were semi-nomads whose descendants
were the Medes and the Persians. The Medes founded the first Iranian
nation in the seventh century B.C.; it was later destroyed by Cyrus the
Great. He established what became one of the largest empires of the
ancient world, the Persian Empire, in the sixth century B.C. Iran was
referred to as Persia — its Greek name — until 1935 when Reza Shah, the
father of the last Shah of Iran, asked everyone to call the country Iran.

Iran was rich. Because of its wealth and its geographic location, it
invited attacks: From Alexander the Great, from its Arab neighbors to the
west, from Turkish and Mongolian conquerors, Iran was often subject to
foreign domination. Yet the Persian language and culture withstood
these invasions. The invaders assimilated into this strong culture, and in
some ways they became Iranians themselves.

In the twentieth century, Iran entered a new phase. Reza Shah decid-
ed to modernize and westernize the country, but meanwhile a fresh
source of wealth was discovered: oil. And with the oil came another inva-
sion. The West, particularly Creat Britain, wielded a strong influence on
the Iranian economy. During the Second World War, the Briush, Soviets,
and Americans asked Reza Shah to ally himself with them against
GCermany. But Reza Shah, who sympathized with the Germans, declared
[ran a neutral zone. So the Allies invaded and occupied Iran. Reza Shah
was sent into exile and was succeeded by his son, Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi, who was known simply as the Shah.



In 1951, Mohammed Mossadeq, then prime minister of Iran, national-
ized the oil industry. In retaliation, Great Britain organized an embargo
on all exports of oil from Iran. In 1953, the CIA, with the help of British
intelligence, organized a coup against him. Mossadeq was overthrown
and the Shah, who had earlier escaped from the country, returned to
power. The Shah stayed on the throne until 1979, when he fled Iran to
escape the Islamic revolution.

Since then, this old and great civilization has been discussed mostly in
connection with fundamentalism, fanaticism, and terrorism. As an Iranian
who has lived more than half of my life in Iran, I know that this image 1s
far from the truth. This is why writing Persepolis was so important to me.
I believe that an entire nation should not be judged by the wrongdoings
of a few extremists. | also don’t want those Iranians who lost their lives
in prisons defending freedom, who died in the war against Iraq, who suf-
fered under various repressive regimes, or who were forced to leave their
families and flee their homeland to be forgotten.

One can forgive but one should never forget.

Marjane Satrapi
Paris, September 2002
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<3 THE VEIL

THIS IS ME WHEN | \WAS 10 AMD THIS 1S A CLASS PHOTO, I'M SITTIMG 0N THE FAR LEFT SO
YEARS OLD. THIS WaAS IN 4980, YOU DON'T SEE ME. FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: GOLMAZ, MAHSHID,
NARINE, MINNA,

THEM CAME -1980: THE YEAR, IT BECAME
CBLIGATORY TO WEAR THE VEIL AT SCHOOL.

M 4339 A REVOLUTION TOOK PLACE. IT Was
LATER CALLED “THE ISLAMIC REVOLUTION™.

1 EXECUTION 1M
HOT O o A THE MAME OF
4 FREEDROM,

ooH' I'ph THE




AND ALSO BECAUSE THE YEAR BEFORE, IN 4939, | | WHERE BOYS AND GIRLS WERE TOGETHER.
WE WERE IN & FRENCH NOM-RELIGIOUS SCHOOL.

AND THEN SUDDEANLY IM 4930..

ALL BILIM
MUST B

THEY ARE SsYMBILS
OF CAPITALISM,
Al sCHOOLS
E CLOSED DOWWM,

e

\ 2

4 [

THIS IS CALLED A
WCULTURAL REVOLUTION &

AND THAT
WFAS THAT ..,




| EVERYWHERE IN THE STREETS THERE WERE DEMOMNSTRATIONS FOR AND AGAINST THE VEIL.

AT ONE OF THE PEMOMNSTRATIONS, A GERMAN | Was REALLY PROUD OF HER., HER PHOTO WAS T
JOURMNALIST TOOK A PHOTO OF MY MOTHER. PUBLISHED IM ALL THE EUROPEAN MEWSPAPERS.

mt! /il

ARD EVEM IN ONE MAGAZIME IN IRAM.
WY MOTHER Was REALLY SCARED.

HAVE. U SEEN
{ THIST




| REALLY DIDN'T KNOW WHAT TO THINK ABOUT THE | WAS BOEN WITH RELIGIOH,
VEIL, DEEF DOWN | WAS VERY ERELIGIOUS BUT AS A
FAMILY WE WERE VERY MODERMN AMD AVAMT-GARDE.

AND, ABOVE ALL, BECAUSE
MY GRANDMOTHER S KNEES
ALWAYS ACHED.

| WANTED TO BE A PROPHET.. BECAUSE MY FATHER
HAD A CapilLac.

BECAUSE i
CUR Mall
DID NOT EAT
WITH US.

COME HEREE MARINN




I HAD MY HOLY BOOK.

LIKE ALL MY PREDECESSORS THE FIRST THREE RULES CAME FROM FARATHUSTEA. HE WAS
THE FIRST PROPHET IN MY COUNTRY BEFORE THE ARAB INVASION.

-
YOU MUST BASE
EVERYTHING ON

THESE THREE RULES:

BEHAVE WELL,

—rr—

| ALSQ WANTED US TO CELEBRATE THE TRARITIONAL
FARATHUSTRIAN HOLIDAYS. LIKE THE FIRE CEREMONY,

BEFORE THE PERSIAN NEW YEAR, NOROUZ,
OM MARCH 24157, THE FIRST DAY OF SPRING.

OMLY MY GRANDMOTHER KHNEW ABOUT MY BODK.

RULE HUMBER. SiK: EVERY-
BODY SHOULD HAVE A CAR.

L

RLULE HUMBER SEVEM; ALL MAIDS SHlULD
EAT AT THE TABLE WITH THE OTHERS,

i
RULE MUMBER EIGHT: M0 OLD PER-
SOm SHOULD HAVE T0 SUFFER .

N THAT CASE,
FLL BE YOUR FIRST
DASCIPLE..

BUT TELL ME HOW YOLFLL AREAMGE
FOR, OLD PEOPLE MOT TO SUFFER?

IT WiLl # e
FORBIDDEN.




EVERY NIGHT | HAD A Bl DISCUSSION WITH GOD.

YES YOU ARE,
CELESTIAL LIGHT,
VOU ARE MY
CHOICE, MY LAST

GOD, GIVE ME
SOME MORE TIME,
| AP NOT QUITE

READY YET.

AND MY BEST

EXCEFT FOR MY GRANDMITHER | WAS
CEVIDUCLY THE OMLY OME WHD BELIEVED
M MYSELF.

Fnd PARENTS WERE CALLED Bl BY THE TEADEER

YOUR CHILE 5
HETURBED, SHE WANTS
TO BECOME A PROPHET,
i =
f ) ":. all!
i L "




NOMETHELESS, MY PARENTS
WERE FPUEZLED.

(1 wanT To BE A Ducfm_)

THOUGHT THAT...

YOU WANT TO
BE A DOCTOR?
|

| FELT GUILTY TOWARDS GOD.

il

THAT'S FIME MY
LOVE. THAT 'S FINE.,
o

&




THE YEAR OF THE REVOLUTION | HAD TO TAKE ACTION, SO | PUT
MY PROPHETIC DESTIMNY ASIDE FOR. A WHILE.

THE REVOLUTION IS
LIKE A BICYCLE . WHEN
THE WHEELS DOM'T
TURHM, IT FALLS.,

10



“AFTER A LOMNG SLEEP OF 1500 YEARS, THE REVOLUTION HAS FINALLY AWAKEMED THE PEOPLE."
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“2500 YEARS OF TYRANNY AND 'E-UEF.I"-"'-HEIGH“ AS MY FATHER salD.

FIRST OUR OWHN EMPERORS,

FOLLOWED BY THE MONGOLIAN INVASION FROM e ™ .("
oy Wb I

THE EAST.
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| KMEW EVERYTHIMG ABOUT ABOUT FIDEL CASTRO.
THE CHILDREN OF PALESTINE.
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ABOUT THE YOUMG VIETNAMESE ABOUT THE REVOLUTIONARIES OF MY COUNTRY... i,‘
KILLED BY THE AMERICANS,

BUT MY FAVORITE WAS A COMIC BOOK ENTITLED
"PLALECTIC MATERIALISM.

IM MY BOOK YOU COULD SEE MARY AND DESCARTES.

THE MATERIAL WORLD
DOESN'T EXIST, IT'S
OMLY A REFLECTION OF
QUR. OWM IMAGINATION.,
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YOU SEE THIS STOME IM MY HAND
T DOESH'T EXIST SIMCE 1T S OMLY

(vau MEAMN THAT EVEN THOUGH

IN YOUR, IMAGINATION?

OUCH! WHAT ARE
YOU DOING, KARL, YOU
BROKE MY SKULL!

IT MWAS FUMNMRKY
TO SEE HOW MUCH
MARY AMD &GOD LOOKED
LIKE EACH OTHER.
THOUGH MARX 'S HAIR.
WAS A BIT CURLIER.

&0 YOU DON'T WANT TO

BE A PROPHET AMYMORE?

h LET'S TALK ABOUT
L @ SOMETHING ELSE.
3 {

r " \OU THINK | “
LOOK LIKE MARXY?
D) S et

L/
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THE POORS HAD BEEN LOCKED THE POLICE WERE THERE.,

FROM THE OUTSIDE & FEW
MINUTES BEFORE THE FIRE.
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THEY FORBADE PEOPLE TO
RESCUE THOSE LOCKED INSIDE. .







TOMORROW THERE WILL BE

AROT PEMOMNSTRATION.
e DON'T YOU

THIMNE | LOOK LIKE
CHE GUEVARA?

CEVIOUSLY! WE
CAN'T LET THIHGS
LIKE THAT HAFFEM,

MAYBE I'LL BE
EVER BETTER AS

FIDEL CASTROD !

]
[ WANT TO COME “AMITH
YO TOMOERDW!

j:"I

A&



IT IS VERY PANMGERIUS,
THEY SHOOT PEOPLE!

TO PEMONSTRATE , \
OM THE STREET!

| AM SICK AND

TIRED OF DOING IT

I THE GARDEN,

FOR A REVOLUTION TO SUCCEED,
THE EMTIEE POPULATION
MUST SUPPORT IT.

COME ON,
YOU'RE GOING
TO BED NOW,

"
(S
T,

= .

LT
FLEASE,
PLEASE

PLEASE, -g

THAT MIGHT HE DIDN'T COME.

1%



= THE WATER
au S>> «« CELL

g
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MY PARENTS DEMONSTEATED EVERY DAY,

)/’ DOWN WITH
THEKING ! _

oA JLOf
o

Hd

;Mﬂgﬁ 58 N ( .
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AMD THEY THREW STOMES AT THE ARMY.

THINGS STARTED TO DEGENMERATE.
THE ARMY SHOT AT THEM.

AFTER MARCHING AMD THEOWING STONES ALL DAY, BY EVEHNING

v VEM IM THEIR HEADS,
THEY HAD ACHES ALL OVER, EVE E EADS MONOPOLY! | CAN'T
BELIEVE IT, HA! HA!

o 11l ——

7 =
HEY MOM, DAD, { DARLING, WE hlu
s | eEn

» Ve
‘ :
IE“M.

MOW IS NOT
RIGHT TIME .

18



COME SIT OM MY LAP,
I'LL TRY TO EXPLAIN

koD IT TO YOU.
“\1 YOU THAT?

oid My TEACHER &ND
GO0 HIMSELF,
F/
1% i .
[ /

7
HE DID S0/ IT'S WRITTEN I /y “‘
ON THE FIRST PAGE OF 1/
OUR. SCHOOLBOOK. THAT'S WHAT THEY SAY.

l—
[e——
T ——

45 FOR ME, | LOVE THE KING,
HE WAS CHOSEN BY 6OD.

| THE TRUTH IS THAT 50 YEARS AGD THE FATHER CF THE SHaH, WHO WAS 4 SOLDIER, ORGAMIZED A

| POUTSLH TO OVERTHROW THE EMPERDOR, AND INSTALL A EEFUBLIC.

FIT 15 GOP'S WiLL,
WE WILL BEACH THE
CAPITAL IN 49 bavys,

HE ISN'T, \WHAT
CAM STOP US?

A3



AT THE TIME THE REFUBLICAN IDEAL WAS POPULAR IN THE REGION BUT EVERNYBODY INTERFEETED IT
IN HIS 0WH way,

GANDHI I INDIA | ATATURK IM TURKEY

THE HIMDUS
ANE THE MUSLIMS
MUIST MAKE PEACE
TO OVEETHEDW
THE BRITISH,

WE, THE TURKS,
ARE SECULAR
WESTERNERS.
FOR. PROOF, LOOK AT
MY GREEM EYES.

S0 THE FATHER OF THE SHAH BUT HE WASN'T LLGMOE WAS HE A
WAMTED T0 B THE SAME. EDUCATED LIKE GAMNDHI, LEADER OF MEM
WHD WAS A LAWYER... LIKE ATATURK, \WHO
. WAL A GEMERAL.

HE WAS AN ILLITERATE LOW-RARKING A BLESSING FOR THE VERY INFLUENTIAL BEITISH WHO S00N
OFFILER.. LEARMED OF HIS PROTECTS.

4
AND THE BOLSHEVIKS .P
ARE NEAR.
WHAT'S THAT S0L- ‘-'.-=')
DIER'S MAME AGAINT \\
Pt

REZA! WE SHIULD

\ IMAMEDIATELY ! PERSIA
IS FULL OF OiL

0



WELL REZA, SHI- WHEN YOU ARE EMPERCR, EMPEROR, ME?
NIMG YOUR El:a:l'rs? YWOUR SECRETARY OF STATE

WiLL SHIME THEM FOR YOU, BUT OF COURSE,
MY FRIEND. IT 5

MUCH BETTEE THAN
BEIMNG PRESIDENT,

iy hint ey
5 &M EMPEROR! :

| WANT TO CREATE POWER, SHCE AND EVEN MORE,
A REPUBLIC : SHIMERS... ANYTHING YOU

; - WANT IN CASH!

THE RELIGIDVS LEADERS
ARE AGAINST IT AND THEY'RE
RIGHT., A VAST COUNTRY LIKE

YOURS MEEDS A HOLY SYAMMBOL.
{ AND THAT'S |
HOW HE BE-
CAMAE KIMG AMD
HATURALLY HIS
S04 SUCCEEDRED
Hir, GO0 HAS
f MOTHIMNG
r H:::E.‘i:ﬂpgﬂl WHAT SOEVER
TO PO WITH
[HJE STORY. J
s:;ﬂ'
&
YOU TUST
GIVE Us THE
OIL AMD WE'LL
TAKE CARE OF
THE EEST.

24



| THINK YoU ARE OLD EMOUGH

TO UMDERSTAMDP CERTAIN
THINGS., YOU SHOULD KMOW...

WHAT [0 YoU
MEAN THAT'S MOT
THE QUESTION?

THE EMPERGE THAT
WAS OVERTHREIWN WaS

GRAMDPA'S FATHER, YES, AMOING

OTHERS. BUT THAT'S
MOT THE QUESTION,

RIS AN
g =

Lo



Jr’r;" {-‘J’( (} t-.,

AT THE TIME,YOUR

AMDPA WAS &
iﬁwuﬁ MAN AEMD DON'T FORGET "!:}
THE FATHER OF THE TILES IN LA
THE SHAH COMFIS- THE BATHEOOM.,

CATED EVERY-
THIMG HE OWHMED,

GO RIGHT AHEAD,
DON'T LET AMY-
THING STOP YOU.

UMEDUCATED, YOUR, GRAMNDFPA AREN'T YOU? YOU HAVE WAas 4 VERY CULTIVATED MAN,

IPLOMAS, THEY HAVE HE HAD EVEM EEAD MARX.
WAS MAMED PRIME MINISTER. y TOBE PUT TO USE.

THE WORKERS! HOW
CAM HE BELIEVE THAT
THE RABBLE CAN RULE?

A% OF TODAY YOU ARE
MY PRIME MINISTER.

OMCE HE waS SIDETRACKED FROM S0 HE BECAME & COMMURIST.
HIS PRINCELY DESTINY, HE BEGAN WHEM | WAS PRINCE,
TO MEET INTELLECTUALS. alt g‘; E:g?nfj_f:""w IT DISGUSTS ME THAT PEOPLE

: ARE COMDEMNED TO A BLEAK

THE BOLSHEVIKS MAKE MIRACLES,

FUTURE BY THEIR s0C1aL CLAGS,
LONG LIVE LEMIM.

THAT IS REALLY
THE FPROBLEM OF QUR
COUNMTRY: OMLY A PRINCE
CAM ALLOW HIMSELF TO
HAVE A CORSCIEMCE. ,

THE EMPEROR OF PERSIA
IS5 NOT EEZA SHAH BUT
THE KING OF EMGLAND.

2%



SOMETIMES THEY PUT HIM IN & CELL
FILLED WITH WATERE FOR HOURS |

S0 HE WAS OFTEM
SENT TO PRISOM.

.. EVERY TIME THERE WAS A KNOCK OM THE DOOR. | THOUGHT

WaS A SMALL GIEL...

HELLO! IS YOUR

DADDY
MOTHER THERE? 4

CAM | EIDE
oM YOUR

* STOF IT,
HE 1% TIZED.
[ ]
(GF CoOURSE YU CAM.
——
—)

24



G’iDWHP‘. THE POOR MaAN !
_ \ PRISON HAD
GIDDYAP: DESTROVED HIS
HEALTH. HE HAD
EHEUMMATISM.

P at)
WE CAN PLAY AFTER YOUR
| WANT TU BATH IF YOU WANT TO.

TAKE A BATH.
MO | WANT TO
TAKE A REALLY

- LOMG BATH.

W/
I

=
=

il

- PO YOU WANT TO
@ PLAY MONOPOLY?

.

My HAMDS WERE WEINKLED
WHEM | CAME OUT, LIKE
GEANDPA™S,

THAT NIGHT | STAYED A VERY LOMNG TIME IN THE BATH. | WANTED
TO KMOW WHAT IT FELT LIKE TO BE IN A CELL FILLED WITH WATEE.

WHAT ARE
You DOIMG?

&5



i& 4% PERSEPOLIS

OME DAY AFTER. SCHOO....

@m TOLD ME THAT GRAMDPA HAD BEEN IN PRISON.

HI, MOM, J

GUEST ROOM. THERE'S
A SURPRISE FOR YOU.

HI, GO AND LDOK IN Tuj

THE SHAH'S FATHER
TOOK EVERYTHING WE OWHEDR,
| LIWED IM PFOVERTY.

NO, FMO0K, A5 YOU SAY,
T WAS VEEY HARD FOR ME
BUT ALSD FOR YOUR MOTHER
AND FOR YOUR UNCLES.

IT MUST HAVE BEEM
WERY HAELD OH YO

wHﬂ.T? WL MEAR YO
WERE POOR TOOT

OM, YES. S0 POOR THAT WE HAD ONLY BREAD TO EAT. | WAS S0 ASHAMED THAT | PRETERDED TO COOK
SO THAT THE MEIGHBORS WOULDMN'T MOTICE ANY THING,

[ COME OM! SHE 1S TUST
MMM MOM 15 COOKING ! 3 )
[Eumgfum.g Go0D! BOILIMNG WATER AGAIM,

3 Al
/ i | B
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TO SURNIVE | TOOK IN
SEWING AMD WITH LEFTOVER
MATERIAL, | MADE CLOTHES
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY.

WHY ISH'T GRANDPA
LOOK HOW WELL DRESSED THERE? WAS HE IN PRISON?

WE ALL ARE IM THIS PHOTO

YES, THE FATHER OF THE SHAH
WAS VERY TOUGH BUT HIS
SO0H WAS TEM TIMES WORSE,

YOU KNOW, MY CHILD, SINCE THE DAWM OF TIME, DYNASTIES HAVE
SUCCEEDED EACH OTHER BUT THE KINGS ALw.w-s KEPT THEIR,
PROMISES. THE SHAH KEFT MOME; | REMEMBER THE DAY HE WAS
CROWHNED. HE SAID:

| &AM THE LIGHT OF THE ARYAMS.
I WILL MAKE THIS COUNTRY
THE MOST MODERM OF ALL TIME.
QUR PEQOPLE WILL REGAIM
THEIR. SPLEMDOR.

1%



HE EVEM WENT T0 THE GRAVE OF CYRUS THE GREAT, WHD RULED CVER THE ANCIENT WORLD.

(cvRUS, REST IN PEACE, WE ARE LODKING AFTER PERSIA,

XY
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ALL THE COUNTRY'S MOMEY WENT INTO RIDICULOUS CELEBRA-
TIONS OF THE 2500 YEARS OF DYMASTY AMD OTHER FEIVOLITIES...

ALl OF THIS TO IMPRESS HEADS OF STATE; THE POPULATION
COULDN'T HAVE CARED LESS.
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| AM S0 HAPPY THAT THERE IS
FINALLY A REVOLUTION BECAUSE
THE SHaAH...

28

WHY THE PEOFLE
ARE REVOLTIMG.




@w& DAUGHTER SEYS SHE 15 HUNGRY!
WELL, SHE HAS
TO WAIT FOR,

MY FATHER HAD GOME TO TAKE SOME
PHOTOS OF THE DEMONSTRATIONM
BUT THIS TIME HE WAS VERY LATE.

HE TOOK PHOTOS EVERY DAY, IT WAS STRICTLY FORBIDDEM. HE HAD EVEN BEEM ARRESTED OMCE
BUT ESCAPED AT THE LAST MIMNUTE.

9






TODAY | WENT TO REY PEOPLE CAME QUT CARRYIMNG THE BODY OF A YOUNG MAN KILLED
HOSPITAL WITH MY CAMERA. BY THE AEMY. HE WAS HOMORED LIKE A MAETYR. & CROWD

GATHERED TO TAKE HIM T0 THE BAHESHTE ZFAHRA CEMETERY.

THEM THERE WAS ANOTHER CADAVER, AN OLD MAN CARRIED QUT 0N A STRETCHER . THOSE WHO

DIDN'T FOLLOW THE FIEST OME WENT OVER TO THE OLD Nuﬁu'-l, SHOUTIMNG REVOLUTINARY sSLOGAMS
AND CALLING HIM A HERD.

WELL, | WAS TAKING MY PHOTOS WHEM | NOTICED

AN OLD WOMAN MEXT TO ME. | UNDERSTOOD ( WHAT 7 WHAT IS 1T ?_j . |' ARE WOU A
THAT SHE WAS THE WILOW OF THE VICTIM. | HAD ] ~ ROYALIST?

SEEMN HER. LEAVE THE HOSPITAL WITH THE BODY.
MO, BUT MY
HUSBAND DIED
OF CAMNCER....

STOR IT!

sTORP IT!
STOR IT!

54



" ( WHAT 1S SHE mwm?

CADAVER,, CANCER,
DEATH, MURDERER
LAUGHTER?

[ ]

THE KING IS A KILLER! BUT HE WON'T BE
A WINMNER! WE WILL CATCH YOU ONE Day !
AMD MAKE YOU FAY!

MO FROB-
LEM. HE'S
A HERD. K

.BECAUSE THE WIDOW STARTED
DEMONSTE ATING WITH THEM,

IF | HE HDWW
AT LEAST
| WiLL BE

A MAR TR
GRANDMA
MARTYR!

| REALIZED THEMN THAT | DIDMT

UNDERSTAND ANYTHING. | READ
ALL THE BOOKS | COULD.

3%



| DI DURIMG THAT FPERIOR,

I'D HEVER, READ AS MUCH AS

MY FAVORITE AUTHORE WaAS ALl ASHEAF DAENVISHIAN, A KIND OF
LOCAL CHARLES DICKENS. | WENT TO HIS CLANPESTINE BOOK-SIGNING

WITH MY MOTHER.

ITS JUST HIS
KURDISH ACCENT.

HE TOLD SAD BUT TRUE
STORIES: REZA BECAME A
FORTER AT THE A&GE OF TEM.

| FINALLY UNDERSTOOD wWHY |
FELT ASHAMED TO SIT Ik MY
FATHER'S CADILLAC.

LEILA WOVE CARPETS AT AGE FIVE,

!

THE REASOM FOR MY SHAME
AMD FOR THE REVOLUTION 1S
THE SAME: THE DIFFEREMCE
BETWEEN SOCIAL CLASSES.

5%

HASSAM, THREEE YEARS OLD,
CLEAMED CAR WIMNDOWS,

GET DOWM FEOM
THERE, STUPID!

BUT MOW THAT |
THIME OF IT... WE HAVE
A MAID AT HOME



SHE WAS EIGHT YEARS OLD WHEMN SHE HAD TO LEAVE HER
FAREMNTS' HOME TO COME TO WORK FOR US, JUST LIKE REZ4,

LEILA AND HASSAM.

WE HAVE TOO0 MANY Ei-HLDF-?.E.HJ,
ALy QR 45 INCLUDIMG HER. .

SHE WiLL EAT WELL
AT YOUR HOUSE.

THIS 1S MEHRL,

SHE WAS JUST TEM YEARS OLD WHEMN SHE PLAYED WITH ME, AND SHE ALWAYS FINISHED
| WaS BORN...SHE TOOK CARE OF ME. MY FOOD,

a’

L

vl
S

A

SHE ALSO TOLD ME STORIES ABOUT JACKALS THAT SCARED ME.

AMD T CamE CLOSER!
AND IT CAME CLOSER!

I OTHER WORDS, WE GOT ALONG WELL.

L7



- AT THE BEGINNING OF THE REVOLUTION, 1M
4938, SHE FELL IN LOVE WITH THE NEIGHBOR'S
SOM, SHE WAS SIXTEEN YEARS OLD.

- _U

EVERY NIGHT THEY LOOKED UNTIL THE DAY HE
AT EACH OTHER FROM THE SLIPPED HEE A LETTEE.

WINDOW OF MY ROOM.,

LIKE MOST PEASANTS, SHE DIDN'T KHOW HOW
TO READ AND WRITE...

MY MOTHER, HAD TEIED TO TEACH HER BUT
APPAREMNTLY SHE WAS MOT VERY TALENTED.

S0 LET'S REPEAT. M AS m...)

CARROT!

MY DEAR. HOSSEIN,

I MISS YOU A LOT.

IT HAS BEEM THREE
PAYS SINCE | SAW
YOU AT THE WIKDOW,
| OFTEN TALK ABIUT
YO TO MY SISTER.

| \WAS VERY DEVOTED.

19



MEHEI HAD A REAL SISTER, OME
YEAR YOUMGER, “WHO \WORKED
AT MY UMCLE'S HOUSE.

YOU KNOW, | HAVE A FIANCE.
OH REALLY, WH?

AFTER. A FEW VISITS, SHE
FELL IM LOVE WITH HIAM TOD.

IT S HIM! 1N
FROMT OF THE
TV, 18K"T HE
HANDSOME?

L&
l_"'1

&

(v

HER TEALOUSY WAS MORE THAM-'EHE. COULD BEAR AND SHE TOLD MEHEI'S STORY TO MY UNCLE, \WHO
TOLD IT TO MY GRANDMA, WHO TOLP IT TO MY MOM, THAT IS HOW THE STORY REACHED MY FATHER ...

«WWHO DECIDED TO CLARIFY
THE SITUATION,

I amM YO
MEIGHEOR,.
I WOLD LIKE
TO HAVE a4 FEW
WORLS WITH

0K, I'LL GET
STRAIGHT TO THE

POINT: | KNOW THAT

MEHRI PRETEHNDS

SHE & MY DALGH-
TER, IN REALITY
SHE 15 MY MAID,

36




WITHOUT AMY HESITATION, HOSSEIN GAVE ALL
THE LETTERS HE HAD RECEIVED TO MY FATHER!

BUT THIS
5 MARTIS
HamMD-
WRIT ING!

TELL ME WHAT

WOU MUST UNDERSTAND THAT
THEIR LOVE WAS IMFOSSIBLE.

BECAUSE IM THIS COUNTEY
YOU MUST STAY WITHIM
YWOUR QWM sOC1AL CLASS.

> »

WHEN | WEMNT BACK TO HER ROOM SHE WAS
BUT IS IT HER FaULT bAD, ARE YOU CRYING. WE WERE MOT IN THE SAME SOCIAL CLASS

THAT SHE WaS BORN FOR OR AGAINST 2 e e
WHERE SHE WA SOCIAL CLASSES? EUE AT LEAST Wi WERE HE SAME SO0,

BORMNPF?

53



WHEM | FINALLY UNMDERSTOODR
THE REASOMS FOR, THE REVD-
LUTION | MADE MY DECISION,

S0 THE MEXT DAY..

WiE ARE MOT
ALLGWED'. |: TAKE CARE! I
BOM'T WORREY! MEHR| DON'T FORGET TO
TOMORROW WE WE ARE GOING c #
ARE GDIMG TO 0

PEMOMSTRATE.

00K HER OME CHICKEM.

{ YES, MADAM, :|

T

FOR OMCE SHE DIDN'T
IHSIST 0N COMING \

[ 1Y
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AFTER BLACK FRIDAY, THERE WAS ONE MASSACRE AFTER ANOTHER. MANY PEOPLE WERE KILLED.
"B 6 B HBHTQOE
B LN AR IR RN AL ¢

WS eBaedd




FOR A FEW MOMTHS, HE ACTUALLY DID TRY: HE TESTED A POZEN PRIME MINISTERS,

2\ (You remnp \ [ 1
ﬁ FE‘EEM%”-UTHEM T00 o Lo sorT = one gvep
¥

HAT 'S NOT OF MY THIN! b b
SUIT ABLE.. P EATHER <\

{

3%

-

THE MORE HE TRIED DEMOCRACY, THE MORE HIS
STATUES WERE TORM DOWHM,

P il

PULL A LITTLE
MORE TO THE LEFT.

WE WILL 3
NEVER FOR- A
GET “OU!

N

u4
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IT'S ANWAR AL-SADAT WHO
WILL ACCEPT HIM IN HIS CE-UHTR_,‘-:"}

JiMmMyY CARTER, THE PRESIDENT IT LOOKS LIKE CARTER
OF THE UMITED STATES, REFUSED HAS FORGOTTEM

TO GIVE REFUGE TO THE ﬁm)L;D HIS FRIEMDS. ALL

SHAH AMD HIS FAMILY.

THAT IMTERESTS
HiM 15 oiL!

N ANy CASE, 45 LONG
AS THERE IS QIL IM THE
MICDLE EAST WE WILL
MEVER HAVE PEACE,

HE IS THE PRESIDENT OF EGYPT. THEY'VE BEEN
RIENDS FOR. A LONG
TIME, THEY BOTH
BETRAYED THE
COUNTRIES OF DUR
REGION BY MAKING
A PACT WITH KR AEL,

MANBE SADAT WELLCOMED
P p THE SHAH BECAUSE HIS FIRST
% LET'S TALK ABCUT WIFE WAS EGYPTIAM.

SOMETHING ELSE.
SURELY MOT!
POLITICS AND
SENTIMENT
DOM'T MIX .

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
!
L

LET'S EMIOY OUR. MHOW THAT
MEW FREEDOM! THE DEVIL
HAS LEFT!

4%



AFTER ALL THIS TOY, & MATOR

MISFORTUME TOOK PLACE: THE
SCHOOLS, CLOSED DURIMNG THIS
PERIOD, REOPENED AND...

BUT SHE WAS THE ONE
WHO TOLD US THAT THE
SHAH WAS CHUSEN BY GOD!

CHILDREN, TEAR OUT
ALL THE PHOTOS OF THE
SHAM FROM YOUR, BOOKS,

HELLD! ALL
THOSE DEMON-
STRATIONS

WERE REALLY
TIRING BUT
WE FIALLY
SUCCEEDED,

[reacHee! | [ sATRAPI YoOU
SHE SAYS SHOULDN'T SaY
THAT THE THIMGS LIKE
SHAH WAS THAT. ST AMD
CHOSEM BY IN THE CORMER!

LOOK! & BULLET ALMOST HIT MY
WIFE'S CHEEK. LIBERTY IS PRICELESS.

WHAT MERVE' SHE
ALWAYS HAD THaAT
MASTY SPOT. IF WE
WEREN'T HEIGHBORS,
HE WOULD HAVE sail
SHE'S A MARTYR
RAISED FROM THE DEAD.

4
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MY FATHER SAYS

RAMIN'G FATHER

WAS M THE SAVAK®

HE KILLED A MILLION
FPEOPLE.

* SECRET POLICE OF THE SHAH'S REGIME,

Lty




IN THE NAME OF THE
DEAD MILLIOM, WE'LL
TEACH RAMIN A GOOD

LESSON. | HAVE AN IDEA...

- - .ﬁ-;l.,x,lg;ﬁh‘g“

el el FR & a's

MY IDEA WAS TO PUT MAILS BETWEEN QUR FINGERS LIKE AMERICAN
BRASS KNUCKLES AND TO ATTALK RAMIM.
,I.E-"_F v i kf
= ) =

L~

=

= ZAMIM RAMIN
COME OUT OF HIDIMG!
DOM'T BE A WIMP!

BUT MY MOTHER ARRIVED IN THE MIDDLE OF OUR EUPHORIA..

MARTI FOUND
SOME NAILS™

WHAT ARE
YOU UP TO?

S0 THAT'S WHAT YOU WANT,
TO HAIL RAMINT GET INTO THE
c

YE-ARE GG TUBEAT UP FAMINI AR, | HAVE & BETTER SOLUTION.

HiS FATHER HAS
KILLED & AILLION

WHEEE DID
YOU FIND THE

——-
't'l.'lli;l.r

P EE LR ALt

-

I BAB'S
TOOL 80!

smeEiNE P

}

£l

L N

[
e
B g

—

WHAT WOLLD
“OU SAY IF I
MNAILEE YOUR
EARS TO THE
wWall?
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I'LL LET IT GO THIS TIME.
BUT DPOM'T DO IT AGAIMN.

BUT MOM, RAMIMN'S
FATHER KILLED...

HiS FATHER DID IT. BUT
IT'S HOT RAMIM'S FAULT.

ARMYYWWAY T 15
MOT FOR, You
AND ME TO DO
JUSTICE. I'D

EVEM SAY WE

WOUR, FATHEE IS A
MURDERER BUT IT'S
NOT YOUR FAULT,
0 1 FORGIVE w0U,

HE IS MOT A4 MURDERER!
HE KILLED COMMUNISTS
AND COMMUNISTS

ARE EVIL.

HAVE TO LEARM
TO FORGIVE,

Fﬂ

-l

MOM, | SPOKE TO
RAMIN, HE SAY5
HIS FATHER DID THE
RIGHT THING IM
KILLING COMMUNISTS.

MY GO HE REPEATS WHAT THEY
TELL HIM, HE WILL UMNDERSTAND LATER...

YOU HAVE TO FORGIVE!

You
HAWVE TO
FORGIVE!

\

| HAD THE FEELING OF BEING SOMEONE REALLY,
REALLY GOOD.
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&haa  THE HEROES

THE FOLITICAL PRISOMER S WERE LIBERATED A FEW DAYS LATER. THEREE WERE 3000 OF THEM.

WE KMNEW TW0O OF THEM.

SIAMAK JARI

BOR. M
FEBRUARY 20, 194

IN LURISTAN

PROFESSION:
TOURMNALIST

CRIME: WROTE
SUBVERSIVE ARTICLES
IM THE KEYHAM

DATE OF IMPRISONMENT :
TULY 1933

EELEASED: MARECH 1934

FPOLITICAL COMVICTION
COMMUMNIST

MOHSEMN SHAKIBA

BORN
NOVEMBER. 22, 19473

IM EACHT

PROFESSION:
EEVOLUTIONARY

CRIME:
EEVOLUTIONARY

DATE OF IMPRISONMENT :

APRIL 1934
RELEASED: MARCH 4932

POLITICAL CONVICTION:
COMMUNIST

43




ALY WAS SIAMAK'S DAUGHTER.
ERIMNG LALY WITH YOU : ke i

AND COME BY TODAY,
WE'LL TALK ABOUT IT. WHERE 15 YOUR FﬂTHER__?')

EVEN BEFORE THE REVOLUTION,
HE \WAS THE HUSBAMND OF MY
MOTHER'S BEST FRIEND.

HOW LONG SINCE
i tod ((ona TRIP, :}
MNEWS ABOUT HIM?

| HAD HEARD ABOUT SIAMAK (

\?@f
e
il

CON'T YOU KNOW THAT

WHEN THEY KEEP SAYING i oo
SOMEDNE 1S ON A TRIP IT B L M
REALLY MEANS HE 15 DEAD 7 £ H

MY GRANDPA.

THE TRUTH 15 SOMETIMES HARD TO ACLEPT,

&0 TO YOUR ROOM AND
STaY THERE!

B00...HOO !
MARJI SAYS...
THAT DADDY...
IS DEAD!

'I--'l

LT TE LT LY E R,
pEE g bR e & 38
P LT L. LA

NOBODY WILL ACCEFPT THE TRUTH.

ug



AFTER THE REVOLUTION | REALIZED
THAT YOU COULD BE MISTAKEN, WHAT DOES
HE LOOK LIKE?

TODAY IS A GREAT DAY,
DARLING. WE VE INVITED
LALY'S FATHER AND
MOHSEMN, THEY B0TH
JUST LEFT PEISON.

/‘_"\.
/ ' L@

&

(

.
e

A

HES
2

I"M S0 HAPPY THAT YOU
ARE BACK..| DON'T KMNOW
WHAT TO SAY...

ot AMD THIS MUST BE
ﬁhﬁm%ﬁf STILL A A FLAT- MARJIL LORD! THE
BEAUTY! TERER! LAST TIME | SAW

HER SHE “wAS OMLY

THREE YEARS OLD.

Wi
ﬁ
-
A ¥ ¢’

4

&
(¢

3

F

8

-

.
S8,

&

~.
8

"

TIME 1S IRRETRIEVABLE,
WHEM THEY ARRESTED ME,
LALY BARELY SPOKE AND NOW
SHE 1o & REAL YOURG LADY,

a4



MOHSEN! FOR. GOD"S SAKE! ME DEAD? WHAT A TOKE! IN PRISON THEY
| THOUGHT YOU WERE DEAD. CALLED ME THE MAM WITH SEVEM Lr-.rE.E-

!

.,;--ﬁ"“

¥

*

i

(1’
il

1

YU REMEMBER, THE DAY

THEY PULLED QUT MY MAILS?
THEY HAVE GROWN BACK
SINCE. NOT 1M A HORMAL WAY...

YOU KMNOW
G BUT AT LEAST | HAVE THEM,

EACH OTHER?

e

s i e sl

LOOK" OM YOUR SOLES
THERE ARE MERWES THAT
LEAD DIRECTLY TO THE BRAIM,

REAL SCIENTISTS !
THEY KMNEW EACH PART
OF THE BODY. THEY

KMEW WHERE TO HIT!

UR TORTURERS RECEIVED
SPECIAL TRAINING FROM THE ClLA
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HEY WHIPPED ME WITH THICK ELEC-
TRIC CABLES S0 MUCH THAT THIS
LOOKS LIKE ANYTHING BUT A FOOT.

fl/

G

'i’ .
HiAL

E |

A

MY PARENTS WERE <0

THAT THEY FORGOT TO SPARE
ME THIS EXPERIEMCE...

( ANY MEWS OF ) AHMADL., AHMADI WAS ASSASSINATED, AS A MEMBER OF THE GUERILLAS, H?
SUFFERED HELL. HE ALWAYS HAD CYANIDE ON HIM IN CASE HE WAS AREESTED,
BUT HE WAS TAKEM BY SURPRISE AND UNFORTUMATELY HE MEVER HAD A

CHANCE TO USE IT... SO HE SUFFERED THE WORST TORTURE...

AHMADI?

CONFESS!
WHERE ARE.
THE OTHERS!

THEY BURMED HIM WITH AN IROM.

<

&4

| MEVER

IMAGINED
iy THAT

You CouLp

USE THAT

APPLIAMCE

FOR TORTURE.




IM THE END HE WAS CUT TO PIECES.

HE “WAS IN MY
CLASS AT THE
UNIVERSITY,

IT's & GOOD THIMNG
THEY PIDN'T KILL YOUR
FATHER, IM PEISOM,

ALL TORTURERS sHOULD
MAYBE, BUT My BE MASSALCEED!

FATHER IS A HERD!

£

BUT YOU HAVE TO ADMIT
| WASH'T COMPLETELY
WEING WHEN | SAID HE
WAS MOT OM A TRIP.

g
?i?% i iﬁﬁh

i
o A )

MY FATHER WAS NOT A HERD,
MY PMOTHER WANTED TO KILL
PEQPLE...S0 | WENT OUT TO

PLAY IN THE STREET.




THE MOUTH FILLED
WITH GARBAGE,

THOSE STORIES HAD GIVEM ME MEW IDEAS FOR GAMES, | HAVE IMASIMNA-
TI0M TOO.. THE

WHAT KIND FIRE I:Eiuza
OF TORTURE? P

! CONSISTS OF
PULLING ON THE
TWO SIDES OF
THE UPPER LIP,

BACK AT HOME THAT EVENING, | HAD BUT IT DION'T LAST. |
THE D|.|!:'-El':|[.|l:ﬂ.t- FE-E-UHI:] OF FE'WE-E.. WA {:'\fE-E.WHE-LM-E-D D‘:H‘.T {:-E."f Dm{_rﬂﬁ_ THEH' WILL
Pay FOR WHAT THEY HAVE DOME.,

| DIDH'T KCMOW WHAT JUSTICE wias, Mow THAT THE
REVOLUTION WAS FINALLY OVER OMCE AMD FOR ALL,
| ABAMDOMED THE DIALECTIC MATERIALISM OF MY
COMIC STRIPS, THE QLY PLACE | FELT SAFE WS
IM THE ARMS OF MY FRIEND .

BAD PEQFLE ARE
DANGERDUS BUT
FORGIVIMNG THEM IS
TOD DON'T WORRY,
THERE IS TUSTICE
CM EARTH,

£
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S0 MY FATHER WAS HNOT
A HERD,

@ EVERYTHIMG ALL RIGHT, MART

IF OMLY HE HAD BEENM IMN PRISON,

THEY CUT MY DAD'S LEG
OFF, BUT HE STILL DIDMN'T
CONFESS).., S0 THEY CUT
OFF AN ARM AS WELL.

LUCKILY, ONE DAY THEY TolLb
ME ABOUT MY UMNCLE ANDOSH.

AMD | HAD A HERQ IN MY
FAMILY... HATURALLY |
LOVED HIM IMMEDIATELY.

WHY DON'T YOU COME
AND LIVE WITH US?

THE OMLY OME OF MY FATHER'S BROTHERS | HAD MEVER MET,
BECAUSE HE HAD BEEM IN PRISON, AND MOW, FOE THE FIRST TIME
M 30 YEARS, MY GRANDMA WAS REUNITED WITH HER SIX CHILDREM.

SUCH A SWEET CHILE! I'LL
MARRIED?

DO YOU HAVE

CHILDRE~NT
Hinay LB
ARE YOU?

SLEEP HERE TOMIGHT AND
TELL YOU STORIES.,

g4




COM'T BOTHER. HIAA
TOO MUCH, HE'S TIRED.

0K, HERE GOES: | WAS 18 YEARS
OLD WHEM MY UMCLE FEREYDOOM
AMD HIS FRIEMDS PROCLAIMED
THE INDEPEMNDEMCE OF THE IRAMNIAN
PROVINCE OF AZERBAITAM...

FEREYDOOM ELECTED HIMSELF
MINISTER OF TUSTICE OF
THIS HEW LITTLE EEPUBLIC,

o e

[ GENTLEMEN, JUSTICE IS

| THE BASIS OF DEMOCRALCY.
| ALL MEM SHOULD BE EQUAL
| 1M THE EVES OF THE LaW.

MY IDEAS WERE THE SAME a5
HIS BUT YOUR GRAMNDFATHER
REMAIMED FAITHFUL TO THE
SHAH.

A

, & TRAITOR!
AWAY AND
TOIM UP WITH MY
IHOTIC BROTHER.!

My
&0

4

YOUr'LL

BOTH EMD
UF BEING
EXECUTED!
PO YOU
HEAR ME?
EXECUTED!

ENTHUSIAS M.,

| BECAME FEREYDOON'S SECRETARY,
IT WAS A TIME OF DREAMS AMD

OME MIGHT | HAD A
TERRIBLE MIGHTMARE:
DEAD PEOPLE, BLOOD...

AFEEBAITAMN IS OMLY THE

BEGIMMIMNG. WE ARE GDING
TO FREE IRAM PROVINCE BY
PROVIMNCEM!

| HAD TO SEE FEREYDOON.

THE HEXT MOEMIMNG, | WAS SO TORMEMTED,

L ﬁﬁﬁh
(i

G000 GOD!
FEREYDOON
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I WANTED TO DO SOMETHING. .. BUT
HERE WAS NOTHIMNG | COULD DO...THEY
ARRESTED HIM AND | RAM AWAY,

FOR DAYS AND DAYS | WALKED THRODGH THE FALLING SHOW.
| CROSSED THE ALBORZ MOUMTAINS TO FIND REFUGE AT MY

PARENTS" HOUSE 1M ASTARA,

| WAS HUNGRY, | Was COLD, BUT | CONTINUED.

s

Ay GOD!
AMDOSH!

WHATS GOING OM?
WHD'S BOTHERIMNG US
AT THIS HOUR?

COME
QUICKLY!
IT'S DUR
S0M AMDOSH!
HE HAS
FAINTED!

56

| WAS NEARLY DEAD "WHEH |
AFFIVED.
"

BANG!
BANG!

| [HHHHHHHHH

DOIMNG HERE?
wWiHY DIDM'T HE
STAY WITH HIS
NICE UMCLE?




WOU ALWAYS SaY THE RIGHT THING
AT THE RIGHT TIME! HELP ME NOW!

04 MY G0D...
MY SON, MY
DEAR SOM...

IT'S A BIT
LATE TO
SHOW YOUR
AFFECTIONM

BUT THE SHAH'S POLICE \WER)
LOOKIMG FOR ME. [ WAS NOT
SAFE "WITH MY PARENTS.
S0 DECIDED TO &0 INTO EXILE.,

| Sutamn ACROSS THE ARAS RIVER WHAT

ARD ARREIVED IM THE USSR, HAPPENED TO

WOUR UDNCLE

FEREVYDOOMN?
SMOKE!

LaLy's Dalk

HASM'T EVEM

BEEM TO THE
a5 R,

| LEARNED THAT HE KNEW THE SHAH'S ARMY WAS COMING

TO ARREST HIM, HE COULD HAVE RUM AWAY LIKE MOST OF HIS
FRIENDS DID. BUT HE DECIDED TO STAY.

g <

Call i T

s
ALL 15 LOST. 1 &AM AT YO
MERCY, GENTLEMEN, i

/

s+



AT THE TIME HE HAD A GIRLFRIEMD WHD
WAS IMVOLVED IM HIS POLITICAL MIVE-
MENT. A GIRL FROM A &GDOD FAMILY.

| FerEvDOON,
WU HAVE
A VISITOR.

YES, | PAID
THE GUARD,
HE “WON'T
BOTHER Us.

YOL KMOW WHAT IT 1S LIKE
TO BE AN UNMARRIED MOTHER
M THIS COUNTRY, ~ol WILL 2E
SHUMMED, LIFE WILL BE HELL.

1 DONT CARE. LET'S
MEKE A CHILD.

MY LOVE...

P P
prprel

rrrre

FRPFFPERAFRFPF
s

'
rer
rrr

[ & GOING TO BE EXECUTED TOMOIZEIN,

SHE BECAME PREGHMNANT THAT
VERNY MIGHT AMND LEFT FOE
SWITZERLAND SO00M AFTER. | KMOW
THAT SHE HAD A S0M. | HEARD
HE LOOKS A LOT LIKE HIS FATHER.

i
3‘ %
e/

A

8

LET'S MAKE A CHILD,

| KMOW, | WANT &
LIVING MEMORY OF YOU.

HAVE QOTHER
STORIES LIKE

FLL MAKE YO A HOT CHOCOLATE. :l




FIRST | WENT T LERINGRAD, THEN
TO MOSCOW, WHERE | BECAME

A STUDENT. | HAVE A DOCTORATE
1M MARXISM-LENINIS M.

I e Sl

WHAT 7 SOU KROW ABOUT THAT?

| READ THE J0ANMC
BOOK WERSION,

WHY DOESH'T THE
LADY HAVE A HEAD?

-
"“:"T-'.-' i

i
(P

HAD TWO CHILDREN, TWO
GIRLS, LOOK...

SHE WAS MY WIFE : IT'S HEARTS THEY DON'T HAVE,

(F: AREN T LIKE

WE ARE DIVORCED. RUSSIANG ARE us THEY DON'T KNOW HOW TO LOVE,

0K, BUT WHY IS HER = o

HEAD SCRATCHED OUT 7 WHAT? DON'T THEY '
{ P\L -

,__"—_"-::' PR

!
3

LATER | MARRIED AND J

£9



AFTER THE SEPARATION, | FELT VERY LOMNELY, | MISSEDR MY COUNTRY, | PECIPED TO &0 HOME. | 60T
MY PARENTS, MY BROTHERS, | DREAMT ABOUT THEM OFTEN. A FALSE PASSPORT AMND

DISGUISED MYSELF,

THEY PUT ME IN PRISON FOR
MINE YEARS.

HEYT vA0 WATH
THE Ef:éﬂsﬂ& gtﬂ* THAM LALY'S

FATHER!

THEY S4% YU WEREE NO HE TOLD IT
TORTURED TERRIBLY, LIKE T MOM AND |
SIAMAK, LALY'S FATHER . HEARD HIM,

I TELL %0 ALL THIS
BECAUSE IT'S IMPORTANT
THAT YOU KMOW, OUR
FAMILY MEMORY MUST NHOT
BE LOST. EVEM IF IT'S MOT
EASY FOR wOU, EVEN IF YOU
DON'T UNPERSTAND IT ALL.

YOUR FATHER TOLD

SUFFER was

DOM'T WORRY,
I'LL MEVER.

&0



HERE, TAKE THIS SWAN
| MaDE IM PRISON. OUT
OF BEEAL,

THERE ARE LOTS
OF HER.DES 1M MY
FAMILY. MY
GEAMDPA WAS [N
PRISON, MY UMCLE
AMDOSH TO0: FOR
MIME YEARS! HE

WAS EVEM IM THE
USSR, MY GREAT-
UMNCLE FEREYDOON
PROCLAIMED A
BEMOCRATIC STATE
AND HE WAS,.,

641

FLEASAMT DREEAMS.




48" THE SHEEP

DURIMG THE TIME ANJOSH STAYED WITH US 5

| HEARD POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS OF THE HIGHEST IT'S HOT IMPORTANT. EVERYTHMG
ORDER. . WILL TURN QUT FINE, IN & COUNTRY
WHEEE HALF THE POPLLATION IS
ILLITEEATE YOU CANNOT UNITE
THE PECPLE ARDUMD MARX, THE

IT'S INCREDIBLE. THE REVOLUTION

IS A LEFTIST REVOLUTION AND GHLY THING THAT CAM REALLY
THE EEPUBLIC WaNTS TO BE LUHITE THEM 15 HATIMALIS M

LMLLEE ESM I e 0R A RELIGIOUS ETHIC ...

BUT THE RELIGIOUS
LEADERS DOM'T
KHOw HOW T0
GOVERM, THEY
WILL RETURM TO
THEIR MOSGUES.
THE PROLETARIAT
SHALL RULE!

TS INEVIT ABLE!
THAT'S JUST
WHAT LEMIM
EXPLAINED 1M
"THE STATE AND
THE REVOLUTION

OH TV THEY Say
THAT 99.99% OF THE
POPLLATION VOTED FOR
THE SLAMIC REPUBLIC,

I.,Dm YWOU HEAR THAT, aMOOSH 7 DO YOU REALIZE HOW
IGNOR ANT QUR. PEOFLE ARE 7 THE ELECTIONS WERE
FAKED AMD THEY BELIEVE THE RESULTS: 99.934) as
FOR ME, | DON'T KNOW A SINGLE PERSOM WHO VOTED
FOR THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC. WHERE DID THAT FIGURE
Eama FROM? FROM THEIR ASSES THAT'S WHERE!

SHE'S JUST
& CHILD \WHO
EEFEATS WHAT

&2



HE'S G0IMG TO THE UNITED STATES ! MY PAREMTS SAY IT'S IMPS-
SIBLE TO LIVE UNDEE AN ISLAMIC

REGIME, IT'S BETTER TO LEAVE,

TO THE UNITED STATES? WHY?

BUT THE RELGNUS LEADERS ARE
VERY STURID, THEY WON'T LAST,

1

e iR
—— ]

——— - —
l#- — —
! | L)

Ay DAD SAYS NOBODY
REALIFES THE DAMNGER. M ABLUT A MOMTH,

BUT THE UNITED Il YEAH...THAT
STATES IS WOULD BE MICE . BRUCE LEE
TERRIFIC' YOU'LL 5 DEAD...
FRALLY SEE BRULCE
LEE IM PERSON!

Rl

W

(LA

T
Bigptanimnamane

IT WAS THE EMD OF THE WORLE !

6%



AFTER MY FRIEND'S DEPARTURE, 4 GOOP PART OF MY FAMILY ALSD LEFT THE-EGUNTE"'L

N
3 £, ¥
¢
15
-

NOW BOARDING
FLIGHT 6302 TO
LOS ANGELES
’ f"’ GATE 2€.
NOW BOARDING
FLIGHT 63020
LOS AMNGELES
GATE 26.

MAYEBE WE SHOULD LEAVE S0 THAT | CAM BECOME
TOO .. A TAXI DRIVER AND YOU
A CLEAMNING LADY ?
ﬁ_\ ;

WIDRRY,
EVERMOHE
WHO LEFT
WILL COME
BACK, THEY'RE

JUST AFEAID
OF CHAMGE.




COMNT TATIN T

LIKE 'I'I-?IE{:. WITH mi paD) IT'S FOR YOU!!

EEVOLUTIONS, THIS WHAT?S
IS JUST A TRANSI- SOING G
TIOMAL PERIDD... ’

TS MOHSEN,

HE'S BEEM FOURD
DEAD, DROWHED...

el HIS
BATHTLUE.

My MOTHER WAS EIGHT TO BELIEVE IT WAS
MURDER... WHEN THEY FOUNDE HIS BODY, ONLY
HIS HEAD wWas UNDERWATER. EVERYTHING WiLL

BE ALRIGHT !

MURDERERS!
MURDERERS!

ES



AFTER MOHSEM, IT WAS SIAMAK'S TURN.

L- ' - WE
ARE THE
15 THIS SIAMAK
] JARI'S, HOUSE 7 DELWEIEEERE
. i | _ = DIVINE
|‘ : - _ TUSTICE!

HIS SISTER WAS EXECUTED IMN HIS PLACE.

MO MORE THAM
YOU DO, BUT THEY
MAUST SURELY
HANE HIDDEN
SOMEWHERE. .

LATER ONM WE LEARKNED THEY CROSSED THE BORDER HIDDEM AMOMG
A FLOCK OF SHEEP.

l
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AND THAT 1S HOW ALL THE FORMER
REVOLUTIOMARIES BECAME THE WHAT 7 WASN'T HE.

SWORMN EMEMIES OF THE REPUBLIC. SUPPOSED TO E&ME?
WAEH,T . d

ANOOSH
GOING TO
PICK. ME LP?

HE HAD TO LEAVE QUICK-
LY... HI& WIFE CALLED
HIM. HE ASKEDR ME TO
TELL vwiU GO0DBYE...

|

HE DOESH'T EVEM
TALE TO HIS WIFE.

OH NO! THAT OLD TALE ABOUT BEIMNG ON A TRIP HAD COME BALK..,

DARLING! BID v0U HAVE BON'T YOU WANT WHY DIDN'T HE
A GOOD DAY AT SCHOOL? TO EAT A LITTLE? STAY TO SAY GODBYE
TO ME?
YOU
MUST BE I'M MOT HUMGRY. HURR
HUMGRY. H—) HEH:EHM Y

((wmere s anovsu?)

\

&%



| THINK WE
MNEED TO TALK,

oL

(I".I-E. TRUTH 15, THEY HAVE ARRESTED .ﬂ.hlﬂﬂ'i-l-D

YES, MY BARY.
L | Gz

BL wOou
WANT TO B0
SOMETHING
FOR HiM?

ANMISH HAS

THE RIGHT
TO OMLY OMNE
VISITOR. AND
IT'S %0 HE
WaMTS TO
SEE.

(%4




WHAT A BEAUTIFUL DREESS!

YOU KMNOW, YOU HAVE
HOMORED ME WITH
YOUR WISIT ?

WOU ARE THE LITTLE
GIRL | ALWAYS
WAMNMTED TO HAVE,

HERE' | MaDE YOU
ANOTHER, BREAD-SWAN.
IT'S THE UNCLE OF
THE FIEST OME,

BUT YOU'LL SEE! OME
DAY THE PROLETARIAT
WiLL RULE"

4=







AND SO 1 WAS LOST, WITHOUT ANY BEARINGS... WHaAT COULD BE WORSE THAM THAT ?

MARJi, RUN TO

THE BASEMENT!

WE 'RE BEING
BOMBED!

IT WAS THE BEGINMING OF THE WaR.




THEY'VE OCCUPIED
THE U.S, EMBASSY !

(wmfs “THEY? I

THEY CALL IT A MEST
OF SFIES.Y HA HA) YoUrD
THIME IT WwWaS A JAMES
BOMD AMOVIE.

WHO G0 YOU THIMNK? THE FUNDA=
MEMTALIST STUBEMTS HAVE TAKEM
L THE AMERICANS HOSTAGE

ANYWAY, THE AMERICANS

; 5 <0, MY GREAT DREAM WENT UP
ARE DUMMIES., (WH"' S THAT 71 IN SMOKE ., | WOULDN'T BE ABLE

TO GO TO THE UNITED STATES.

S

MAYBE, BUT NOw
0 GHE'.' CAN &GO
A TO THE UNITED

THINK ABDUT IT, KAVEH, THEY CLOSED THE U.S.
H) EMBASSY, EMBASSY TODAY. | WON'T BE
MO Visa! ABLE TO COME AND SEE YOU...

THE DREAM WASK'T THE USA,
IT WAS SEEING MY FRIEND KAVEH,
WHD HAD LEFT TO &0 LIVE IM THE
STATES A YEARE EAELIER.,

1%



AND THEN SOME DAYS LATER...

THE MIMISTERY
OF EDUCATION HAS
DECREED THAT

UNIVERSITIES WILL
CLOSE AT THE EMD
O0F THE MONTH.

THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM AND WHAT
IS WRITTEM IN SCHOL BOOKS, AT ALL
LEVELS, ARE DECADENT, EVERY THING
HEEDS TO BE REVISED TO EMNSURE THAT
OUR CHILDREM ARE MOT LED ASTRAY
FROM THE TRUE PATH OF ISLAM., y

OF COURSE
0F COURSE !

) )

THAT'S WHY WE'RE CLOSING
ALL THE UMIVERSITIES FOR A
WHILE. BETTER TO HAVE N0
STUDENTS AT ALL THAM TO
EDUCATE FUTURE IMPERIALISTS.,

X

L

THUS, THE UMIVERSITIES WERE
CLOSEDR FOR. TWO YEARS,

YOU'LL SEE. SOON THEY'RE ACTUALLY
GliMG TO FORLE US TO WEAR

THE VEIL AMD "ININ..II WOULL HANE
TO TRADE YvOUE CAR FOR A CAMEL,
GO0, WHAT A BaCkwagD FC'HC":"!

A CAMEL?
T

MO MORE UMIVERSITY,. ARD |
WAMTED TO STUDY CHEMISTRY,
| WANTED TO BE LIKE MARIE
CUR.IE.,

| WANTED TO BE aN ERDUCATED,
LIBERATED WwiMAN. AND IF THE
PURSUIT OF KMOWLEDGE MEANT

GETTING CANCER, S0 BE IT,

IT'S | WHO ISCOVERED
THE MEWEST RADICACTIVE
ELEMENT,

*3

AMD S0 AMOTHER DEEAM WENT
UF IN SMOKE.

MISERY! AT THE AGE
THAT MARIE CURIE FIRST
WENT TO FRAMCE TO
STUDY, I'LL PROBABLY
HAVE TEM CHILDREM ...



YOUE MOTHERE'S CAR
BROKE DOWN, WE HAVE
TO PICK HEE UP.

TWO GUYS.. TWO BEARDED GUYSL.. THEY INSULTED ME, THEY SAID THAT
TWO FUMDAMENT ALIST BASTARDS, WOMEN LIKE ME SHOULD BE PUSHED
1§ UF AGAINST A wWilll aND FUCKED,

THE BASTARDS_THE BAST AR IS THEY. .. AMD THEN THEOWH I THE GARBAGE

e AME THAT IF | DIDH'T WANT
THAT TO HAPPEN , | SHOULD
WEAR THE VEIL...

THAT IMCIDENT MADE MY MOTHER SICK FOR
SEVER AL DAYS .

AND SO TO PROTECT WOMEN FREOM AlL THE POTENTIAL
RAPISTS, THEY DECREED THAT WEARING THE VEIL

L:

ANYTHING | CaN
GET YOU, MOM?

WAS CBLIGATORY,

WOMEN'S HAIR, EMAMATES RAYS THAT EXCITE
MEM, THAT™S WHY WwWOMEN SHOULE COVEE THEIR

HAIR! IF IM FACT IT IS REALLY MORE CIVILIZED
TO0 GO WITHOUT THE VEIL, THEN ANIMALS ARE
MORE CIVILIZED THAMN \WE ARE.

IMCREDIBLE!

THEY THINK
AL MEM SRE
PERVERTS!

4



IN NO TIME, THE WAY PECPLE DRESSED BECAME AN
DEOLOGICAL SiGM. THERE WERE TWO KINDS OF WOMEN

THERE WERE ALSO TWO SORTS OF MEN.

THE FUNDAMEMT ALIST
WDMAR]

THE MODEEN WOMAN

-

WOU SHOWED YOUR (PPOSITION
T THE REGIME By LETTING A
FEW STRANDS OF HAIR SHOW.

]

THE FUMDAMEMTALIST
MAN

SHIET
ouT

BEARD

THE PROGRESSIVE MAN

PSLAM 15 MORE OR LESS
AGRAINEST SHAVING.

BUT LET'S BE FAIR, IF WOMEN

IT WASH'T OMLY THE GOIVERNMENT THAT CHANGED. ORDIMARY PEOFLE

FACED PRISOM WHEN THEY
REFUSED TO WEAR THE VEIL,
IT WAS ALSO FORBIDDEN FOR
MEM TO WEAR NECKTIES
(THAT DREADED SYMBOL OF
THE WEST). AND IF WOMEN'S
HAIR GOT MEMN EXCITED, THE
SAME THIMG COULD BE SAID OF
MEN'S, BARE ARMS. AND SO,
WEARING SHORT-SLEEVED

CHAMGED TOO.

WIZh

LOOK, AT HER' LAST
YEAR, SHE WaS
WEARING 4 MIMNISKIET,
SHOWIMNG OFF HER BEEFY
THIGHS TO THE WHOLE -
MEIGHBORZHODD, AND MOW
MADAME. |5 WEAR NG

FORBIDDENM.
SHIETS Wwas Alsl X i A

-
HER BETTER, | GUESS. |

A5 FOR, HER FUMNDAMENT AUIST HUSBAND WHD
DRAMK HIMSELF INTO A STUPDR EVERY
HIGHT , HOW HE USES MOUTHWASH EVERY
TIME HE UTTERS THE WORD “ALCOMOLY

IF ANYOME EVER ASKS YOU
WHAT YO0U DO DURING THE
DAY, SAY YOU PRAY, YOU
UNCERST AND??

T FIRST, IT WAS A LITTLE HARD,
BUT | LEARNED TO LIE QUICKLY,
| PRAY FIVE TIMES A DAY,
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I SPITE OF E-"-.I'E-EWH'IF“'EGI; THE (;m” IT'S TOD ﬁMﬁEg_mj SHE SHOULD START
SPIRIT OF REVOLUTION wWaS STILL LEARMIMNG TO DEFEMD HER
0PPOSITION DEMONSTRATIONS. ; RIGHT HOVd!
TOMIRROW THERE'S
GUING TO BE A
MEET MG AGAINST
FUMDPAMENTALIS M, -
o
Zh |
.
SIMNCE THE 4939 REVOLUTION, I'D
R.OWH OLDER, {WELL; A YEAR,
OLDER.) AND MM HADR CHAMGED,
S0 | WENT WITH THEM. | FPASSED cos WHEM SUDDEMLY THINGS GOT MASTY.
OUT FLYEES... u l.
(UG Ay SHOTT AaND KMNIVES MAY CARY 1':Eﬁ5chn1‘iug %

FOR. THE FIRST TIME IM MY LIFE, | THAT WaS OUR LAST DEMONSTRATION.
SAW VIOLEMCE WITH MY 0WH EVYES.

IR/ m
P
U

Ed)
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EIGHT BEFORE GOIMNG BACK, IM THE HOTEL ROOM
IN MADEID.

THE TV SHOWED A MAP OF IRAN AND A BLACK
CLOUD COVERING THE COUNTRY LITTLE BY LITTLE.

DOM T KMOW

WHAT N THE
WORLD 15 THis?|| TO0 BAD WE
S PAMISH.

THE WORLDP.

MAYBE THEY'EE
TALKING ABUT
FOLLUTION. wOU
KHOW, TEHRAM 15
THE FOURTH MOST
POLLUTED CITY IM

T LO0KS LIKE THEY'RE TALKING
ABOUT THE WHOILE COUNTRY,
NOT TUST THE CAPITAL,

THE NEXT DAY MY GRANDMOTHER SHE LOOKED WOREIEDR,

CAME TO PICK US UP AT THE AIRFOIET.

&

IE‘-"E-l"-n“'I'i-ﬂ 0, .l‘-"'-ﬂ'.f*-'l?}

—

12



r )
OH' I'M TAKING THIS THIMNG OFF. IT'S TOOD HOT. TRUE. BUT SO0N THERE'LL

BE NO HOME.

IT°s GOOD TO BE
BACK, THERE'S
MO PLACE LIKE

WHY DO YOU SAY THAT 7

HAVEN"T
HEARD wWHAT?

. e o THE SECOND IMVASION IN 4U00 YEARS! MY BLOOD
CFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED WAS BOILING. | WAS READY TO DEFEND MY
IT TWO DAYS AGO, COUMTRY AGAINST THESE ARABS WHO KEPT
BEEM A MOMTH...

THE IRAMLAN

FUMDAMENT ALISTS

TRIED TO STIE UP

THEIR IRAGQ SHITE

ALLIES AGAINST

SADDAM, HE'S BEEN

WAITING FOR THE

CHAMCE, HE'S ALWAYS

WANTED TO INVADE

IRaM. AP HERE'S

THE PRETEXT. IT'S

THE SECOMD ARAB

INVASION. ..

| WANTED TO FIGHT.

9



A FEW DAYS AFTER OUR TEIP, AND
JUST BEFORE | HAD TO GO BACK TO

SCHOOL, | WENT TO MY FATHER'S OFFICE.,

AN wn
TR LR WY
AL L LEE LAY

N>

AR

[ L SL R LR

Z4

, By
HELFH

&=

IT WaS THE FIRST TIME I'D
SEEM FIGHTER TETS...

| PORT THINK S0, THOSE
ARE PROBABLY IR.AQIS,

(wf-m-r? WY DO

YOU SAY THAT#?

BECALMSE
THEY
DoM'T
LK LIKE
OUR F=-1Us!

IT Was & TOUGH CALL, BUT DAD was
AN EMGIMEER. HE WAS THE SPECIALIST.

IRAMIAM OR IRAQI, THE TETS
HUGGED THE GROUND BEFORE
SUDDEMLY ZO0MING UP INTD
THE SKY RIGHT BEFORE THE
MOURT AIMNS 0N THE HORIZON.

20




LET'S GO HOME MOV YOUR
MOTHER MUST BE TERRIFIED,

pADY DO WOU
FEMEMBER
WHAT il
LEARMED DLFING
WOLUE fPAILITAaRY
SERVICE? ARE YOU
GOMNG TO WAR Y
ARE YOU GDING TO
FIGMT 7 "WE HAVE
To TEACH THOSE
IRAQIS A LESSON!

WHAT ARE YU TALKING
ABOUT ? OF COURSE I'™M NOT
GOMG TO FIGHT. WHY SHOULD
| FIGHT 71

(How Can You 5@#—'1

THAT 7 THE IRAQIS
HAVE ALWAYS
BEEM OUR EMEMIES.
THEY “wWANT TO

INVADE US,
L ;

AND WIORSE, THEY DEIVE l
LIKE MANIALS...

Ok, ENDUGH OF
THAT. THE REAL
ISLAMIC INVASION
HAS COME FROM
DUR. OWN
GOVERMMENT.

HMEWEE. LIKED
THE FERSIANS,
EVERYOME
RHOAS THAT,
THEY

i1

WIAR ALWAYS TAKES YU
BY SURFRISE.




WE HAVE T0 BOMB BAGHDAD! BOMB BAGHDAD...YOU NEED PILOTS FOR THAT.

AFTER THE GENERALS BLEW THEIR. CHAMNCE
AT & COUP D'ETAT , THEY WERE ALL JAILED
TAKE YOUR FEET OR EXECUTED..
OFF THE TABLE,
IT'S |pPAFPOLITE .

| KMEW FIGHTER PILOTS, MY
WHAT'S THIS ABOUT? FRIEND PARDISSE’S FATHER SHE NEVER Tm‘ﬂ. ""'“':'rHEE FATHE.?
COUP D'ETAT? PILOTS M WAS OHE . WAL M Pﬁ.réﬂﬂ; ALTHOUGH LAS
TAIL 7 WHAT PILOTS? YEAR SHE DIDN'T COME TO

SCHOOL FOR A WHOLE MOMTH.

THAT BASTARD SARDAM WAITED UNTIL

ENMTEZAML.ENTEZAMI,..
WE WERE WEAK BEFORE ATTACKING!

HE “MAS OME OF THE

COMDEMMED. FIRST

PARDISSE HE HAS TO GET 0UT

ENTEZAMI'S DAD OF PRISON]

|5- A F.I-GHTE'E. F|L':|T. |'M ﬁﬂih]{;'- -|-'.|:|
HE'S &GOING TO &0 ;

BOAME BAGHDAD,

Iz



SUBDENLY, | HEARD THE IRAHLAN

IT'S THE PITS! MY DAD MATIOMAL ANTHEM COMING FROM
15 & DEFEATIST. HE."'E. M
PATRIOT...

THE TV, OUR STAR-SPANGLED BAMNER,

IT HAD BEEM FORBIDDEN AMD REPLACED BY
THE MEW GOVERMMENT'S 1SLANMIC HYMML.,

IT HAD BEEM MORE THAMN A YEAR
SIMCE WE'D HEARD IT...

FYLET THE EVIL THOUGHTS
OF YOUR. EMEMIES BE
FAR FROM YOU 5 .00

WE WERE OVERWHELMED.,..

WELCOME TO THE .00 MEWS, ALD [RANIAN F-A4%
CARRIED QUT BOMBIMG EAIDS OM BAGHDAD TOMIGHT.

/| Y

WELL, THERE 'S
YOUR, PROOF THAT (o

DUR. AR MY 15 e

STILL STRONG!

N
1
%‘L

WOU CANT ALWaAYS BELIEVE
WHAT THEY SAY. § O°CLOCK,
THE B8EL 1S BROADCAST IMG
TO00. WHERE'S THE RADID?

WOU BONT
BELIEVE ANY T HING!
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A4 IRANIAN BOMBERS AT TALKED
BAGHDAD TOLRAY...

BEZZT..Z2ET..

| WAS ALL WEOMNG ABOUT Dab. :
HE LOVED His COUNTEY AS MUCH :ﬁﬁ;ﬂfbgr_‘ S
ahc T LD ORDERED THE
RELEASE OF THE
MILITARY PILOTS
TAILED AFTER,
THE FAILED COUP,
THEY AGREED TO
ATTACK IRAQ IF
THE GOVERMMEMT
BROADCAST THE
NATIONAL ANTHEM...

LT TS

| ‘ AS USUAL, MY DAD WAS RIGHT...

Bl



. THE REST OF THE MEWS ’
WASH'T S0 COOL... | HOPE PARDISSE'S DAD

| DON'T
HAVE HER.
MUMBER. .

IR AaMIAN
LOSSES
WERE VERY
HEAVY ...
HALF OF THE
PLAMES M
THE MISSION
HAVE HOT
EETURNED.

| HAR T0 WAIT TWwW0 WEEKS TO FIMD OUT.

W ( Hev PﬂE.DI';’-EE._-)
V4

&
]It.
-

| KHEW RIGHT AWAY, BUT |
DIDM'T DARE ASK.

IN CLASS, THE TEACHER ASKED US TO WRITE A I BIDN'T MEED TO DO MUCH THIMKING, | KNEM ALL
FEPORT ABOUT THE WAR. ABOUT THE wWAR,

YU KNOW WHAT
WOU'RE GOING TO SAYY

TS A
DIFFICULT
SUBJECT,
BT IT
CONCERNS
US ALL.
THIMK
ABOUT IT

'l CAREFULLY. |
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| WROTE FOUR PAGES OM THE
HISTORICAL CONTEXT ENTITLED
“THE ARAB COMQUEST AND
DU WAR

P e e I

| WAS VERY PROUD OF MYSELF,

THAT'S PRETTY
GOOD, NOW, PAR-
PISSE, COME TO

wa THIS WAR, 1S
THE SAME AS THE

BUT THE TEACHER DIDH'T SEEM
TOO IMPRESSED.

wPARDISSE'S REPOET WAS BY FAR THE BEST. IT WAS A LETTEE. TO
HER. FATHER IN WHICH SHE PROMISED TO TAKE CARE OF HER MOTHER
AMDE LITTLE BEQOTHER. .

AT RECESS, | TEIED TO COMSOLE HER....

% | wisH HE WERE ALIVE J

—— v A AT

YOUR FATHER ACTED LIKE & 'ﬁf[gh'rlﬂﬁg.ﬂg‘ fﬂﬂ' :Eﬁf.ﬂﬂ

A GENUINE HERD, YOU :
SHOULD BE PROUG OF HIM!

THOSE WERE HER EXaCT
WORDS TO ME.

26



":"E":'-., IT Was “WAR ALL RIGHT.
RIGHT AWAY, THE
SUPER MARKETS WERE EMPTY,

I“M NOT SURE
IT'S EVEN WORTH

GETTIMNG & CART .

1.

11

>

MIND YOURE Owh BUSIMNESS!

WHAT'S HER PROBLEM?

(ForaGeT aBouT IT, Mom1)

IF STORES
WERE
CLOSED FOR
d SINGLE
DAY, YOU'D
PROBABLY
EAT EALH
OTHER! AND
WO CALL
SOESELVES
CIVILIZED
FEQPLE! IF
EVERYIME
T OMLY
WHAT THEY
HEEDED
THEREE
WOLALD

BE EMOLMGH
TO &0
ARG

HOW pPUAKY BOMES &0 T THE
I.EF RICE DID WE GET? STORE AIROSS
THE STREET
AND TEY TO
GET MORE. wOU

r

’ B
Ham, WE'LL

HEVER, KN

o\

i3



["THERE WASN'T MUCH AT THE
GAS STATIONS EITHER.

JERRY CansT

WHY DO YOU THINK 7 TO MAKE
CTRAWEBERRY SODaM

EVERY MORMING | HAVE

TO PRIVE &40 MILES SO0 THAT
YU CAN HAVE A PEACEFUL
LIFE, HOW AMS | GDING TO 0D
THAT WITH MO CaR 7 HUH?
THAT'S WHY | HEED CAMS,
FOR GASOLIME! CAM wOU
UNDERSTAND THAT? THE
CAR RUMS O GASH

L 1AM S0 SORREY,
AR LING [VE BEEMN RiUn-
Bl AROLRD THE WHILE
Daid, IWE GOT A SPLIT TING
HE ADACHE, YIL KM
WHAT 7 I JUST GOIHG
TO FILL UP THE TANKS
AT THEN WELL TRY
T FIMD & RESTANEANT,

U2 N e/ ] VRN

IT TOOK US UNTIL TWO M THE AMORMING. WE DBVIOUSLY DIDN'T &GO TO
ANY RESTADRAMT,

WE DON'T FILL CAMS, O0F COURSE THEY'RE MOT SAYING
OTHERWISE THERE WON'T AMYTHIMG, IT'S A HUGE MESS! OH MO, OH
BE EMOUGH FOR EVERYOME. IRAD BOMBED THE REFINERY

AT ABAalaN!

ALRIGHT. TOD Bab,
BUT DO YOU KNOW
WHAT'S GOING ONT
THE PRESS ISMN'T

SAVIMNG AMYTHING.

MALL WAS MY MOTHER S CHILDHOOD
FRIEMD, SHE LIVED IM ABADAN
WITH HER. HUSBAND AND TWO KIDS,

23



MO OME S

ANSWERIMNG! GID YOU TRY HER
MOTHER? SHE

| TRIED HER SHOULD KNOW

PLACE TOD, BUT
SHE'S DEAF!

AFTER ABADAN, EVERY BORDER TOWMN WAS TARGETED BY BOMBERS. MOST OF THE PECPLE LIVING IM
THOSE AREAS HAD TO FLEE HORTHWARD, FAR FEOM THE IRAQI MISSILES.

1 1]
%

29



| HAVE MO IDEA!

EVERYTHING'S DESTROYED, C'mOM BOYS, I'LL FIX WOU
. SOME HOT CHOCOLATE .

HEY, IT'LL BE 0K
CALM DOWH.,..

LOOK AT THIS!
THAT S &LL |
COULD SaNE

A iimj
mmms VEHE
memasr FEEI
mma® §FEI

FRawy

ing
EEEE
-l
maml wE W

‘ THEY DID HAVE A REALLY NICE
FIRST WE WENT T0O MY MOTHER'S HOUSE, WE KEFT
RINGING THE DOORBELL, BUT SHE'S DEAF. I'M SORRY. HOMSE.: Wi SPENT QU JAGATION
THEEE & FEW YEARS EARLIER

HO, YOU PID THE THAT HOUSE COST A THE MARBLE ALOME COST
RIGHT THIMG COMING — PULLIGH, A MILLICH P ME A00.000.

/ IM SMOKRE! CAN YOU .

IMAGIME THAT ? EELEAEEEEEEE o ErEEry

i

o ol il g
t’ :":'.':":{:::.-..-'- o v,

T
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0K, HERE YOU GO. YOUR BED IS READY. QUR HOUSE 1S YOUR
HOUSE, THE KIDS CAM SLEEP IM MARTI'S ROOM,

WOU TWO, FOLLOW ME.,
H, THANK YOU TAJI!
YES, THANKS, ;
/, ; /
& >
,
o

Q‘

-

: AT MY HOIUSE, WE
HO, F'M ALL GROWN HAD ALL THE STAR
IF 90U WANT, | CAN

READ YOU A STORY,

I Hal &
PARTH VADLIE.

a1



MALI AND HER FAMILY SPENT A WEEK WITH US, THAT'S HOW LONG IT TOOK TO SELL THE TEWELRY AND
START OVER, AGAIN. MALI'S MOTHER WAS BITTER AND HARD TO DEAL WITH (AMD DEAF), BUT THEY WERE
HAPPY AT QUR PLACE. THEM, OME DAY, WE WENT TO THE SUPERMARKET.

}
GO0, WHAT

BEATS!

J

HEY, THEY
sTI(L Have
KIDHEY
BEAMNS. WE
CAN MAKE
CHILI

TONIGHT.

FLATULENCE 7

\ ] SINCE THE REFUGEES HAVE DES-| [ YOU'RE
CEMDED QM TEMRAM, YOU CAN'T | |RIGHT THERE,
HAHAHA HA HA HA! GET ANYTHMG TO EAT AMYMORE.

HAHAHAHA \\. \
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EVERYTHING., o THAT THEIR WOMEN ARE PROSTITUTING WITH ALL THOSE SLUTS OUT
J ITI-lE.MEEL‘JE.‘E. MO DIGMITY AT ALL! I e THERE, WE'RE GUING TO HAVE
TO WATCH OUR HUSBANDS .

E‘Hﬁ-*f Take LMY neiGHeor EVEA SAD sHe HEarD | | [s00n, 1T wonT JusT BE F::-up.]

IT's TERRIBLE, WHAT
FHOWS: "SOUTHERM YOL'RE SAYING!

WIOMEN ARE ALL WHORES,

[Mvw,w, A5 EVERYONE ]

| FELT S0 ASHAMED FOR
MYSELF...

TO HAVE THE
IRAQIS ATTACK,
AMD TO LOSE
IN &AM INSTANT,
EVERYTHIMNG
YOU HAD sLILT
OVER &
LIFETIME,
THAT'S

OME THING...
BUT TO BE
SPAT UPOM
B YOUE OwWH
KIND, IT IS
IMTOLER ABLE

93



L. THEKEY

THE IRAG] ARMY HAD CONQUERED THE CITY OF KHOREAMSHAHR. THEIR ARMS WERE MODERN, BUT WHERE
IRAG HAD QUALITY, WE HAD QUANTITY, COMPARED TO IRAG, IRAM HAD A HUGE RESERNVOIR UF;PDTE.HTI#L
SOLDIERS. THE NUMBER OF WAR MARTYRS EMPHASIZED THAT CIFFEREMCE.

ME STYLE MY

CAM Y0U HELP
HaIR 7

HAVE 0L SEEN 8L
THESE CASUALTIES?

HOW CAM | MOT SEE ¥ THEY'RE
COiMG ALL THEY CaM TO SHIW
HOW MANY PEOPLE HAVE DIED,
THE STREETS ARE PACKED
WITH HUFTIAL CHAMBERS,

”

ACCORDING TO SHITE RAD- |
TION, WHEN AN UNMARRIED
MAN DIES, A NUPTIAL
CHAMBER IS BUILT FOR HIML
THAT WAY, THE DEAD MAN
CAN SYMBOLICALLY ATTAIN
CARNAL KNOWLEDGE .

IT Was DBVIOUS THAT -
MANY OF THE FIGHTERS
DIED VIEGIMS.,

94

mon, bON'T alL THESEDEAD ) | | foie coumaTryY HAS |
PEARM ANYTHIMG TO "ﬂ:ﬂ.’? ﬂLW.ﬂ."‘l"'Er HM'UWN
MARTYRS, S0, LIKE
$:£3”“55 MY FATHER SAID:
T“H"'E'“"mﬁ" Il “ween a BiG wave
T;":”n' M‘E b COMES, LOWER,
Bl YOUR HEAD AND
L
ARE STILL tﬁ\l IT PASS!

THAT'S VERY PERSIAMN. THE
PHILOSOPHY OF RESIGMATION.




gy

| AGREED WITH MY MOTHER. | T00 TRIED TO THIMK OMLY OF LIFE. HOWEVER, IT WASH'T ALWAYS EASY :

PUT ON FUMERAL MARCHES,

AT SCHOOL, THEY LINED US UP TWICE A DAY TO MOURMN THE WAR DEADR, TH

AND WE HAD TO BEAT OUR BREASTS.

ag



| REMEMBER MY INITIATION. IT WAS THE FIRST
DAY OF CLASS AFTER SUMMER VACATION.

THEN THE LOUDSPEAKERS STARTED TO SIMG.

WAR HAS TAKEM THE FLOWER

WELLOME, GIRLS OF IRAN, THE
OF DUR MATION'S YOUTH!

BABABABABAS
£ HEY TROOPS OF ...
BE J READY,

BE READY

IT WASH'T 45 BAD AS OME MIGHT THINK, WE'D
SEEM IT BEFORE.

HITTING YOURSELF IS OME OF
THE COUMTRY'S RITUALS. DURING

IT COULD GO VERY FAR.

CERTAIN RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES,
SOME FECPLE FLAGELLATED
THEMSELVES BEUTALLY.

=1

SOMETIMES |IT WAS COMSIDERED
A MACHD THING.




AFTER A LITTLE WHILE, MO ONE
TOOK THE TORTURE SESSIONS
SERIQUSLY AMYMORE. AS FOR
ME, | IMMEDIATELY STARTED
MAKING FUN OF THEM.

SATRAP WHAT ARE wOU
DOING ON THE GROUND?

THE MARTYRS!

I*M SUFFERIMNG,
CaN'T YO SEE?

EVERY SITUATION OFFERED AN OFPORTUMITY FOR SR WHEN WE HAD TO DECORATE THE CLASSEOOM
LAVGHS: LIKE WHEM WE HAD TO KMIT WINTERE FOR THE AMMIWERSARY OF THE REVOLUTIOMN...
HOODS FOR, THE SOLDIERS...

STOP THAT! OR. I'LL CALL
THE PRINCIPALY

YOU'RE AS WORTHLESS AS WHO SAID THAT? WHO wWAS
YOUR DECORATIONS! YOU'RE IT? DOES SHE HAVE THE
WORTHLESS ! v0U HEAR COURAGE TO STAME UP? IF
ME WEIRTHLE.'EE-,!'L'H. MOT, YOLU'LL ALL BE PUMNISHED
WELLT WHO WaS IT 77

WE WERE COMPLETELY UNMITED.
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| THINK THAT THE REASON WE WERE S0 REBELLIOUS WAS THAT QUR GEMERATION HAD KNOWM SECULAR
SLHOOLS, OBYIoUSLY, THEY CALLED QUR PARENTS IM.

YOUR CHILDREM HAVE MO
RESPECT FOR AMYTHIMNG.
MO SELF-COMNTROL! THE
BASIS OF EDUCATION COMES
FROM THE FAMILT'{

STOP RIGHT THERE. YOU'RE
SAYING THAT WE DON'T
KMOW HOW TO EDUCATE
OUR CHILDREM?

LISTEN, WE'RE AT WARK, & m—r_"
OF CHILDE.EN DON'T EVEN HAVE
SCHOOL THESE DAYS. YOURS
HAVE A RARE QPPORTUNITY.
50 YOU SHOULD MAKE SURE

LTEV‘E& WELL-BEHAVED !

rwer.L-e&anen? S0 THEY CaM
HIT THEMSELVES TWICE & Day??

Eﬂ THEY LaM BE

THEY CAM BE
FORBIDDEM
TO PLAY

LIKE THE KIDS
THEY ARE 77

ANYWAY, THAT'S HOw
IT IS! EITHER THEY 0BEY
THE LAW, OR THEY'RE
EXPELLEDY

AND MAKE SURE THEY WEAR
THEIR VEILS CORRECTLY. ..

GE

93

[IF Hair 15 A5
STIMULAT MG
a5 YOU SaY,
THEN YOU NEED
TO SHAVE YOUR

LMU'STA-EHE.'.




GIELS HAD TO MAKE WINTER
HOODS FOR THE SOLDIERS, BUT
BOYS HAD TO PREFPARE TO
BECOME SO0LDIERS.

HI MES. HASEINE.,
. YOU DON'T LODK
WELL.

MRS, HASRIMNE WAS OUR MaAll,

YOU SEE THIS?

IT'S &
PLASTIC
KEY
PAIMNTED
GoLe,

50, TELL ME,
WHAT'S WRONG?

THEY GAVE THIS TO MY SON
AT SCHOOL . THEY TOLD THE
Bv's THAT IF THEY WENT
TO WaR, ANk WEEE LLCKY
ENOUGH TO DIE, THIS KEY WOLLD
GET THEM INTO HEAVEM,

YWOURSELF GO.

'Ll MAKE
SOMME TEA,

i IT’S 0K, CRY, LET }

I'VE SUFFERED <0 MUCH. | RAISED MY FIVE KIDS
WITH THE WATER OF MY TEARS, NUW THEY WAaHT
TO TRADRE THIS KEY FOR MY OLPEST SOM...

99

ALL MY LIFE, I'VE BEEN FAITHFUL

TO THE RELIGIOM IF IT'S COME
TO THIS... WELL, | CAN'T BELIEVE
IM ANYTHIMG ANYMOEE ...

AND THE CHILD,
WHAT DOES HE SAY?




THEY TOLD HIM THAT IM PARA-
BISE THERE WILL BE PLEMTY
OF FOOD, WOMEN AMD HIUSES
MADE OF GOLD AND DIAMONDS.

BRING HIM
HERE, I'LL
TALK TO Him,

OM THE WAY, | THOUGHT
OF MY COUSIN PEYMAN,
HE WAS ALSD FOURTEEN,

MADE-UP STORIES! \WHAT
HELL 7 "WHAT FARADISE?

LISTEN, CHILD, THOSE ARE Ju-a'r]

LISTEM MSTEAD

z)
N\

THIME ABOUT WHEMN YOU'RE
GROWM UP, Y0 WiLL G0 TO
COLLEGE. YOULL BECOME SOMERIDY,

L I"LL MARRY HER!

HEY! PEYMANT., \WHAT?,,,
NEXT WEEK YOU'RE

HAVING A PARTY P..0LL
ASE MY MOM,

THEY GQIVE YOU THE KEYS

TELL ME, AT SCHOOL, DID
TO PARADISE?
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SHAHAR WAS AMOTHEE COUSIM.
HE HADN'T BEEN LUCKY: THE WAR
STARETED JUST AS HE BEGAN HIS
MILITARY SERVICE. THEY SENT
HIM TO THE FRONT RIGHT AwAY.

R
LEANE .

l 000H! SHAHAB !

MOM, PEVMAN INVITED ME
TO A PARTY. CAN 1 G0 7

ITS AWFUL. EVERY DAY | SEE BUSES FULL OF
KIDS ARRINING,

MY MAID, SHE SAID THEYRE
RECENTIMNG CHILDEEMN FOR

| wins JUST TALKIMG TO
THE FRONT. REALLY '?

IT'S HUTS ) THEY HYPHOTIZE THEM AMD JUST TO0SS

THEY COME FROM THE PO0R AREAS Yo | |IT1S NUTS) They wPoTize THEm b 3
THAT THE AFTERLIFE IS EVEM BETTER

T HAH DISHENLAND, THEN THEY PUT THEM

IM A TERAMCE WITH ALL THEIR, S0HGS ...
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THE KEY TO PARADISE WAS FOR POOR, PEOPLE. THOUSANDS OF YOUNG KIDS, PROMISED A BETTER LIFE,
EXPLODED OM THE MIMEFIELDS WITH THEIR KEYS AROUND THEIR MECKS.

MES, MASRIME'S SOM MAMAGED TO AVOID THAT FATE, BUT LOTS OF OTHER KIDS FROM HIS NEKHBORHOOD DIDN'T.

MEANWHILE, | &0T TO GO TO MY FIRST PARTY. NOT OMLY DID MY MOM LET ME GO, SHE ALSD

KMITTED M.é' A SWEATER FULL OF HOLES AMD MADE ME A MECKLACE WITH CHAINS AND MNAILS. FUMNK

ROCK WAS IM.
i

1 WAS LODKIMNG SHARP.
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AFTER THE BORDER TOWNS, TEHRAN
BECAME THE BOMBERS" MAIM TARGET.
TOGETHER WITH THE OTHER PELPLE I QLR
BUNLDING, 'WE TURMED THE BASEMENT INT(
A CHELTER., EVERY TIME THE SIREM EAMSG
CUT, EVERYOME WOHLD RUN DIWRSTAIRS.,

PUT YOUR CIGARETTE QUT. THEY SAY THAT THE &GLOW OF
A CIGARETTE IS THE EASIEST THIMG TO SEE FROM THE SKY,






IT WASN'T TUST THE BASEMENTS. THE INTERIDRS OF HOMES ALSD
; ACROSS THE STREET. THEY'RE
CHANGED . BUT IT WASH'T OMLY BECAUSE OF THE IRAG PLANES. TOTALLY DEVOTED T0 THE MEW
IME. & GLIMPSE OF WHAT S
MOM, WHAT'RE YOU DOINGT ] m OUR mirse WOULD BE Ew}:ﬁn
— FOR THEM TO DEMOUNCE LS

————

THE MASKING TAFE IS TO PROTECT
AGAINST FLYING GLASS DURING &

XV —=

BOMBING AND THE BLADKE CUETAING AEE
TO PROTECT US FREOM OUR. NEIGHBORS,
\ K7
. 4
# iy
"’r“um"'*,;-.,l
SUTTIT
A 4
AT £
| #

T

THE OTHER MIGHT, T ClLAN:
E OTHER MIGH WO GUAR, ) SOMEONE TOLD LS

YO KNOW

ek : TU‘I"‘;%I_ Favﬂamrnm’ PaTROLS PAID THEM |l SOEEE T
A PARTY, YOU KNOW

THAT IT'S STRICTLY

FORBIDDEM!

%—i
/

-

"y
«THEY FOLRD EECORDS AND VIDED- AT EARMNED HIM SEVEMTY - "
CASSETTES AT THEIR PLACE, A DECK FIVE LASHES. HIS WIFE CRIED S0 MUCH )
OF CARDS, A CHESS SET. IN OTHER EERﬁEFTFH&TTﬁThEEET
WIORDS EVERYTHING THAT'S BANMED.

‘ 5 e FINE. BUT HE CAN'T WALK

AMYMORE.. NOW YOU SEE
WHY "M PUT TIMG UP

THE CURTAIMNS. WITH

THE PARTIES WE HAVE

O THURSDAYS AMND THE
CARD GAMES ON MONDANS,
| WE HAVE T0O BE CAREFUL.

GET wOUR ASE
1M THE CAR, MOVE!

=

-

RO
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HOW,” ADDED THE OTHERS,

S—— -
IM SPITE OF ALL THE DM:;E-EEI THE PARTIES WENT OMN. "WITHOUT THEM IT WOULDN'T BE

PSYCHOULOGICALLY BEARABLE ¥ SOME SAID, "WITHOUT F‘AE‘.TPE.":'.I WE MIGHT AS WELL TUST BURY DURSELVES
ﬁw LUMELE INVITED US TO HIS HOUSE TO CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF MY COUSIM,

EVERMWOME WAS THERE. EVEM GEANDMA WAS DANCIMNG.

DAMN !
POWER OUTAGE!!

BE CAREFUL

WHERE Yov
STEpP!!!

CON'T WIRRY ABROUT IT!
FLL G0 GET THE TARRE.

A FARB 1S & KIND OF DEUM. MY FATHER,
PLAYED IT VERY WELL. LIKE A PRO.

WE HAD EVERY THING. WELL,
EVERYTHING THAT wWas FORBIDDEN,
EVEN ALLOHOL, GALLONS OF IT.

MY UNCLE Was THE VINTHEE.
HE HAD BUILT A GENUIME \WINE-
MAKING LAB M HIS BASEMENT.

MES, HASRINE, WHD Was aLsd
HIS CLEANIMG LADY, CRUSHED
THE GRAPES.

106

0D

FORGIVE ME!
GOb

FORGIVE ME!




SUDDENLY, SIRENS STARTEDR TO WaiL... wee M0 MY AUNT DID TOD.

IT'S ALRIGHT, STAY CALM!

| FOUMD MYSELF WITH THE MEWERIREMN BABRY WE
HAD BEEM CELEBZ ATIRG IM MY ARG,

SIMCE THAT DAY, I'VE HAD DOUSTS ABIUT THE
SO-CALLED "MATEEMAL INSTINCT ¥
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AFTER THE ALERT, WE WENT HOME,

SHE'S COMPLETELY MUTS! DID YoU
SEE HOW SHE DROPPED THE BaABYT
THAT WAS PRETTY INCREDIBLE !

YOU THINK I'M STUPID i"
| Car TELL BY YOUR TIEr FIECE
OF WESTERNIZED TRASH!

A08

| WOR"T TAKE
THAT FEOM Y0,
FOE TWENTY

YEARS I'VE
WOREED FOR THIS
COUMTEY ArD
YO DARE TO TALK
T ME LIKE THAT?




FORGIVE HIm, LISTEM, | COULD YOU'RE LUCKY TO HAVE THIS .
s o0 morver. sow oio [ [l wor coe oor wre, orvee il [ Y00 S Yoo revencr ecen
ARE YOUT? SINTEEM ... WISE YOU'D ALREADY BE M HELL! <EE WHAT Y00 HAVE AT HOME
MY DAUGHTER IS TWELVE.... el
FOEGIVE HIAA...

GRANDMAY MARTI! WHEM WE'RE THEY FOLLOWED US ALL THE “WAY HOME .

HOME, GET OUT FIRST. ILL TRY T0
STALL HIM. FLUSH ALL THE ALCOHOL
DOWMN THE TOILET.

DOM'T WEEY
DPEAR. 'MW\ USED
TOIT. \WHER YOUR.
FATHER WAS ALIVE,
| WAS ALWAYS
HIDIMG HIS TEALTS.

MUST YOU REALLY

COME UPSTAIRS? mfiﬁw?
OUR. ELDERY NEIGHBOR s
HAS A HEART COMDITION. beigh

IF HE'S FRIGHTENED -

BY THE NOISE, IT COULD
KILL HIM
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| HAVE DIABETES, MY BOY,
IF | DON'T DRINK A LITTLE SYRUF,
M GOING TO FAINT.

DIABETES, TUST LIKE MY MOTHER |

SO YOU UNDERSTAND
IT'S URGENT !

HUREY UFT | DON'T KW
HOW MUCH LONGER. YOUR
FATHER CAM STALL THEM!

@m THE FINAL TOUCH J'

cUCK!

HERE THEY COME!

WHERE INDEED THEIR FAITH
HAS MOTHIMNG TO PO WITH
IDEOLOGY! A FEW BALS
WERE ALL HE MEEDED
TO FORGET THE

THROW IT ALL OUT?

1410

HEY, YOU DIDN'T ]

MY GOD L.l HEED
A PIEK-ME-UP...




'~ THE CIGARETTE

THE WAFE, HAD BEEM GOING OM FOR TWO YEARS.
WE WEEE USEDR TO IT. | WAS GROWING UP AND
| EVEN HAD FRIENDPS OLDER THAM ME .

YESTERDAY OM THE MEWS THEY SAID WE
DESTROYED /1% IRAQI PLAMES. RIGHT AFTER

0N THE BBC, | HEARD THAT IM FACT THE IRAQIS
HAD SHOT DOWK TWO OF DURS.,

IT'S PERFECTLY CLEAR . EVERY DAY THEY TELL US THAT

WENE DESTROVED TEN PLANES AND FIVE TANKS, IF v0U
START FROM THE BEGIMNING OF THE WAR, THAT MAKE

THOUSAMD PLANES AMD THEEE THIUSAMD TAMKS DESTROVED,

EVEM THE AMERICANS DON'T HAVE AN AR MY THIS BlG.

| GET IT, '™

GG TO TELL MY

HE\.} THERE'S THE BELL.
DOM'T YOU HAVE CLASST

\

TION BUT WE'RE NOT GOING.

MO, WEVE GOT PHYSICAL EDUCA-
WE'RE GOING FOR BURGERS.

UH.J!':.E.EE?
T]"Hi'-"'l" ALS0
HlWE- HOT DOGS.

)

it

ALL YOU HEEDED WAS SOME MINEY,

YEAH! AT KANSAS ON TORDANM
AVEMNUE .

GOM'T LODK AT ME LUCE THAT.
WE'LL CLIME THE WALL.

THE WALL??!

TO B0 IT.

HA HA HA HA! @

HA HA Ha!

IF | "WANTED TO BE FRIEMDS
WITH AL-YEAR-OLDS, | HAD

| WASH'T CHICKEM, S0 |
FOLLOWED THEM .

| HAD ALREADY BREOKEM THE
RULES OMCE BY GOIMG TO THE
CEMONSTRATION IN “39. THIS
WaAS THE SECOMD TIME .,
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IF SOME PUBLIC PLACES HAD SURVIVED THE REGIME'S REPRESSION,
EITHER [T WAS T0 LEAVE US A LITTLE FREE SPACE, OR ELSE IT Was 0UT
OF 1GNORANCE. PERSOMALLY, THE LATTER THEORY SOUNDED MORE LIKELY:
THEY PROBABLY HADN'T THE SLIGHTEST IPEA WHAT "KAMNSASY WAS,

JORDAM AVEMNUE WAS WHEEE THE
TEEMAGERS FROM MORTH TEHRANM
{THE MICE MEIGHBOR HOODS) HUMG
DUT. KAMSAS WAS ITS TEMFLE .

DID YOU SEE HIS HAIR.?
JUST LIKE ROD STEWART!

YEAH, IF HE GETS
CAUGHT, HE'LL
GET & BUZZ CUT!

FOLLOW THE OTHERS, | MEAN. | WAS
TOO YOLMG TO INTEREST THEM,

WE LET THE BOYS KNOW THAT THEY COULD FOLLOW US BY A FEW SIGNS.

WHAT THE HELL
ARE YOU DOINGTT
o

AN

WE HAD BEEM TOD THAT IF “WE
WERE IN THE STREET DURING A
BOMBIMG, WE SHOULD LIE POWH 1M
wi THE SIRENS WENT OFF. THE GUTTER FOR SAFETY.

A1



THE WONDEEFUL DAY WAS [

20 MAYBE IT'S

SPOILED BY MY MOM. . YU DARE TO ME WHO CUT
S0 HOW WAS TO MY FACE? -
SCHOOL Y

BUT ALl | HaD Was J AND You JUST UED AGAIN' THE
RELIGION CLASS! SCHOOL CALLED AMD SAID YOU mF
RAMMAR THIS AFTERNOOM
| DON'T GIVE e ) '
A DAMN! YOU '
DON'T CUT CLaSS!

YOU TELL ME THE TRUTH
RIGHT MOw OR. ELSE wOU'LL
BE PUNISHED TWICE!

| HAD SAID RELIGION TO TRY TO
MAKE MY MOTHER LESS ANGRY,
BUT IT HADMN'T WORKED,

MY MOTHER USED THE SAME
TALTICS AS THE TORTURERS.

7

THIS TIMME | COVERED ]
FOR. vOU. BUT IT'S THE
LAST TIME! MOW IS THE
TIME FOR, LEARKMING |,
WOL HAVE “OLR WHOLE
LIFE T0 HAVE FILM T WHAT
SRE 0D GG TO 8
WHEN YOU GROW UPP?
IH THIS COURTRY w0l
HAVE TO KMonT EVERY-
THNG BETTER THAM
ANYONE ELSE IF YOU'RE
Giriy TO SUEVIWE I )

DIDN'T YU MEET DAD WHEM
YOU WERE FOURTEEN? DICTATOR.!
— VOU ARE THE
GUARDIAM OF
THE REVOLUTION
OF THIS HOUSE !

YWOU'RE MOT
FOURTEEN!
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SOMEWHAT LATER..,

THE IRANIAN ARMY HAS
RETAKEM KHOREAMSHAHR...

«FOR THE FOURTH
TIME THIS MONTH.

EVEM IF IT'S TRUE, WHAT
DIFFEREMLCE DOES IT MAKE

MAY 1 G0 TO THE
BASEMENT, MA'AM?

AN

Gaﬁ, MISS SATRAM,

THE BASEMENT Was MY
HIDEAWAY.

AS IT TURMNEDR OUT, THEY

DID RETAKE KHOREAMSHAHE

WE ALL THOUGHT THAT THE
WAR WOULD FINALLY END .

IM FACT, IRAQ PROFOSED

A SETTLEMENT, AND SaURI
ARABIA WAS WILLING TO
PAY FOR RECONSTREULTION,
TO RESTORE PEACE TO THE
AREA

BUT CUR GOVERMMENT wWas
AGAINST IT.

THEY DECLARED: I

WE REFUSE THIS
iMPOSED PEACE!
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WE SHALL CONQUER KARBALA")

| THE WALLS WERE SUDDENLY COVERED WITH BELLIGERENT SLIGANS,
i

I 1 I | |

1S TO INJECT BLOOD INTO THE VEIMS OF SOCIETY."

EE- OME THAT STRUCK ME MOST BY ITS G0RY IMAGERY WAS: "TO DIE A MTH"R.]

415






HATURALLY, THE REGIME IN THE HAME OF THAT WAR, THEY
BELAME MOEE REFEESSIVE, EXTERMINATED THE EMEMY WITHIM

THOSE WHO OPPUSED THE REGIME WERE
SYSTEMATICALLY ARRESTED...

AS FOR ME, | SEALED
MY ACT OF EEBRELLION
AfRAIMST My MOTHER 'S
PICTATOESHIF BY
SMOKIMG THE
CHAARETTE I'D STOLEN
FROM MY URCLE TwWi
WEEKS EARLIER

KOFFF | KOFFF |
KOFFE LI

IT WAS AWFUL, BUT
WITH THIS FIRST

THIS WAS MOT THE CIGARETTE, | KISSED
MOMENMT TO GIVE 1IN,
CHILDHOOD GOOTBYE. .

MOW | WAS A GROWHN-UP,
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TULY 4982, WE WERE AT MY AUNT 'S PLACE, THE
INTERMAL WAR HAD BECOME A BIGGER I1IS9UE THAN
THE “WAR AGAINST IRAQ . AMYOME SHOWIMG THE
SLIGHTEST RESISTANCE TO THE REGIME WAS PERSECUTED.

TAHER, STOP

THERE MUST BE A LOT OF
S MOKING!

PEOFLE IN THE OFPOSITION
M OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. WE
HEAR GUMSHOTS EVERY DAY,

THE STEESS | GET FEOM
EVERY GUMSHOT | HEAR

IS MUCH WORSE FOR ME
THAN THE CIGARETTES.

SINCE HE HAD SENT HIS OLDEST SO0M TO HOLLAMD,
UMNCLE TAMER HAD HAD TWO HEART ATTALKS. HE
WaAS ABSOLUTELY FORBIDDEMN TO SMOKE.,

THE BUTCHER TOLD ME HE'S
SEEM KIS EXECUTED IN THE
STREET “WITHOUT EVEM HAVING
EEM TUDGED. THE SHAME OF IT.

WHEN | THIMNEK
ABOUT IT, I'p4
GLAD THAT

MY SOM IS SAFELY
ABR.DAD, BUT WITH
THE BORDERS

CLOSED, HOW &AM
| EVER alIMG TO
SEE HIM AGAINT

THE BORDERS WERE CLOSED FOR THREE YEARS
BETWEEMN 4280 AMD A98% .

HOW MANY TIMES DID | SAY TO MY WIFE, “COME
OM, LET'S JOIN HIM." SHE DIPN'T WANT T0. SHE
INVOKED HER. COUNTRY, HER FaMILY, ETC, ETC.,

rAva.wJ 1" i
ALREADY €9, BUT
THOSE POOR. 20-
VEAR.-OLDS WHO
lt GET SLAUGHTERED,

THEY KILL ME...
L'I‘HE."-:" kILL ME.!

-

MY UMCLE TAHEE wWas S0 SAD THAT IT HUET TO
LOOK AT HIM. MO ONE DARED SAY 4 WORED.
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SOME DAYS LATER .

WHAT ARE “OU THISKING ?

AROUT TAHER, His SO8d
LEAVIMG HAS DOME HIM I,
I'VE MEVER SEEN HIM LIKE THAT,

You'l BE BETTER, OFF
WITHOIT Mall POLISH.
YOU COULD GET ARRESTED.

FLL PUT My
Harbs I
Ay POLEETS.

| AM S0 LUCKY TO BE
MAREIEDRD TO A MAN
LIKE w0, wMFRE

SO SENSITIVE. THE
KiMbesT Mak 0 EARTH,

CAN YOU IMAGIMNE P A THIETEEN,
FOURTEEM-YEAR-OLD CHILDE ALOME
M A COUNTRY WHERE HE DOESN'T
EVEM SPEAK THE LANGUAGE 7

WHERE DO YOU SUPPOSE
SHE GETS THAT?

IT ALwaYS BINGS AT

THE WROMG TIME !

419

GET REAL UP TO A CERTAIN
AGE, W0U MEED YWOUR, PARENTS,
THEM LATER, THEY MEED WOU.

SOMETIMES IT SCARES ME
HEW BLUNT SHE 1.

IT'LL HELF HER
LATER OM. WOU'LL SEE.




UNCLE TAKEE HAD JUST
SUFFERED HIS THIRD HEART
ATTACK ., WE WERE OFF TO

THE HOSPITAL.
W&

RED CRESCEMT TRUCKS WERE PULLED UP IM FEOMNT OF THE HOSPITAL,
CALLING FOR PEOFLE TO GIVE BLOOD FOR THE WaAR WOURDED, THERE
WERE S0 MANY OF THEM,

GWE 8Lo0D !
GIVE BLOO0D!!

W

TALISCHI..THAT'S
342, THIRD FLOOR,
AT THE END OF

THE Hall TO THE
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THEY THREW A GREMADE...THEY WANTED T ARREST SOME
COMMUNISTS WHD WERE HIDING NEAR QUR PLACE, AND THEY
THEEW A GREMADE...TAHER COULDM T DEAL WITH IT... WHEM |
CAME INTD THE LIVING EO0AM, HE WAS LYING OM THE FLODE....

SURGERY, BUT THEY'RE NOT
EQUIPPED HERE. THEY TOLD

HE MEEDS OPEM HEART
ME THAT HE HAS TO BE SENT

(10 0o THAT, HE NEEDS |
A PERMIT, THEY GAVE ME
THE MAME OF THE HOSPITAL
DIRECTOR ., IF HE AGREES,
TAHER, WILL GET A
PASSPORT S0 HE CAM &O.

-

SINCE THE BORDERS WERE
CLOSED, OMLY VERY SICK PEOPLE
(IF THEY &GOT A PERMIT FROM
THE HEALTH MINISTRY) \WWERE
ALLOWED TO LEAVE.

IT'S 0M THE 47" FLOOR., RUMBER 4105.)
I {
a

DALY MY AUMT “WAS ALLOWED IN. SHE
HAD & BlG SURPRISE, THE DIRECTOR
WAS HER. FORMER WINDOW WASHER,,
CHE ACTED AS IF SHE DIDN'T RECOGMIZE
HIAM TO AVOID OFFENDING HIM,

MY HUSBAMD HAD HIS THIRD N
HEART ATTACK. HE MEEDS MED-
Col CARE OUTSIPE THE muuTM'.J

WELL DO OUE BEST.
F &GOD wWiLLS IT,
HE'LL GET BETTER.

EVERYTHING
DEFEMDS oM GO0,

| NEED YOUR
AUTHORIZATION
S0 HE CAM GET
A PASSPORT !

121

ALl THAT CREEPY “WINPOW
WASHER HAD T0 DO TO BECOME
DIRECTOR OF THE HOSPITAL WAS
TO GROW A BEARD AND PUT OH A
SUIT! THE FATE OF MY HUSEAMD
DEPEMDS OM A WINDOW WASHER!
MOW HE'S S0 RELIGIOUS THAT HE

WON'T LOGK A WOMAN IN THE
EYE ., THE PATHETIC FOOL !




AFTER, THE DIRECTOR, WE WENMNT TO SEE THE
CHIEF OF STAFF, DR. FATHI. LOOK IN THIS ROOM, THEY'RE all VICTIMS
A OF CHEMICAL WEAPDNS!

MATAM, WE WILL PO WHAT WE Cad. WE ARE
TERRIBLY STRAPFED AT THE MOMENT.

WHY ARE YOU TELLING ME THIS? | COULDN'T
tl CaLm POWHN, DEAR . WE'LL BE
ARE LESS. | WANT MY HUSBAND TO GET WELL! EVERYTHING WILL BE ALL RIGHT BACK !
RAGHT. DOM'T WORRY .
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WE WENT TO SEE AR ACQUAIN-
TANCE OF MY FATHER'S, KHOSRO.

HIS BROTHER AMD MY UNCLE AMNODSH
WERE N PRISON TOGETHER DURING

THE REIGN OF THE SHAH.

EBIl, THE BROTHER OF
AMNOOSH 7 COME IN! COME IM!

LOOK, EBI, A WHOLE MONTH'S
WORK, JUST FOR THE STAMP,

HOW MUCH TIME
SWILL IT TAKE TO
MAKE A PASSPORT 7
-, H‘l
Q@
il

S

& WEEK,

THIS IS HILOUFAR . HER BEOTHER
WAS MY MESSENGER BOY, THEY
ARE LOOKING ALL OVER, FOE HER.
BECAUSE SHE'S A COMMURIST. |
LET HER, STAY 1IN MY BASEMENT,

SINCE THEY SHUT DOWM pY
PUBLISHING COMPANY, I'VE BEEN
PRINTIMNG FAKE PASSPORTS. Bl&
SELLERS, YWOU WANT OMET

NOT ME, MY
BROTHER =M-L AW

GHE'S EIGHTEEN, THE SAME AGE
AS MY DAUGHTER,, MAMDANA .

KHOSEO'S DAUGHTER HAD LEFT
WITH HEE MOTHER RIGHT
AFTER THE REVOLUTION.

AL3

WHEN THEY LET HIM OUT, MY
BROTHER STARTED GOING TO
COUNTER ~RENOLUTIONAR Y
CEMMONSTRATIONS , HE TOLD ME THAT
THE CHIEF OF THE NEW EXECUTIONERS
WAS HIS TORTURER IN THE SHAH'S
PEISOM . HE AW IT WITH His 0w
EYES. HE SAID "KHOSRO, | CAN'T
TAKE AMy MOEES | MADE HIM A
FAKE PASSPORT AND HE SOUGHT
POLITICAL ASYLUM IN SWEDEN,

YOU CAM COME M,
THEY'RE FRIENDS .

(v

THEY'VE BEEM SEARCHING
THE HOUSES OF EVERYOME
IM HER FAMILY. THIS IS THE
OMLY PLACE SHE'S SAFE .,




AFTER HEGOTIATING & PRICE, THE .
EQUIVALENT OF ABOUT 4200, KHOSRD HE'S COME TO, HE WaMTS
AGREED TO MAKE A PASSPORT IN TO SEE YOU.,

FIVE DAYS, WE WENT BACK TO THE
HOSPITAL FEELIMG A LITTLE BETTER.,

| SAW KHOSRO, HE CaN
MAKE A PASSPORT FOR
TAHER, BY WEDMESDAY.

I -
= f =) DOM'T UPSET YOUR-
= SEE, IT'S NOT SELF, TALK ABOUT
7 THE ClIHARETTES SOMETHIMG ELSE |

THAT Db IT!
T WAS THAT

DAMM GREMADE,. !
\ = @

.

LOOK AT HOW LITTLE
MARTJI 1S SROWING
UP. OME DAY SHE'LL
LEAVE AND YOLILL
SEE HOW HARD IT 1S
TO LOSE YOUR l-:maJ

| HAVE OMLY OME WISH, AMD THAT'S TO
SEE MY SOM AGAIN, OME LAST TIME.
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TWO DAYS LATER, MILOUFAR,
THE EMaHTEEM-YEAR-QLD
COMMUNIST, WAS SPOTTED.

ARRESTELD...

AND EXECUTED.

KHOSEO FOUND HIS HOUSE
REANSACKED..

FLED ACROSS THE MOUMTAINS

TO TURKEY...

AND SOUGHT ASYLUM WITH
HIS BROTHER, IN SWEDEM.

SAME DAY...

«.HE MEVER GOT TO SEE HIS SOM...
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@ KIM WILDE

A YEAR AFTER MY UMCLE DIED, THE BORDERS WERE REOPEMNED. SHE SURE PIDN'T LOOK VERY

MY PARENTS RAMN T0 GET PASSPORTS. HAPPY, IM FACT, SHE WAS
UMRECOGMIZABLE. .

My GOD . JUST LOOK
AT ME [N THIS

PICTURE, "WITH THE
SCARF 0N My HEAD,

LOOK AT THE LAST PAGE: "MIT IS

STRICTLY FORBIDDEN TO TRAVEL
IN OCCUPIED PALESTIME WITH THIS
DOCUMENT ¥

AS SOOM AS | GET MY [WE WANT TO SPEND SOME 1 ]
PASSPORT, WE'LL GO } TIME TOGETHER, JUST THE E"Tﬁ';ﬁ?m&m
ON A Bt TRIP! | TW0 OF US) FOR ' FEW DAYS. OO, Pate e
TO TURKEY. IF
WELL, ACTUALLY.., V YOU'RE TAKING A
TRIP, WY MOT GO
TO EUROPE OR. THE

UMITED STATES L.,

IF YOU WANT US TO BRING YOU A DENIM JACKET, CHOCOLATE, A THEY'RE HOT BRUTES.
I BACK SOME PRESENTS, JUST ASK, POSTER, MO, TWO POSTERS, ONE OF | EEALLY LIKE WHAT THEY [D.
KIM WILDE. AMD ONE OF IRON MAIDEN.
C.fﬂu LIKE THAT ?j

WHAT CAN YOU BRIMNG ME BACK
FROM TURKEY 7 SHISH-KEBABS 7 IROM MAKENT THOSE
—— FOUR BRUTES?

LISTEA MARJ), WHERE
s

B0 WOU THIMK ALL THE
HP STUFE YU LIKE
COMES FROM 7

DURIMG THE WAR, THERE WERE
HO IMPORT S FEOM THE WEST.

g i



FIRST THING AFTER THEY GOT TO KBTANBUL, THEY WENT TO BUY THE FOSTERS.

Y [ aesoLuTELY!
IT'S 50 HARD
FOR. KIDS IN
IRAN. THE POOR
THIMGS.

I'M GLAD
WE FOLMD
TUST

TELL ME THE
TRUTH, YOU
REALLY LIKE
R0 MAIDEN ¥
o2k e

You
HYPOCRITE!

WE'RE GOIMG
TO GET THEM
PAST

A5 SO0s AS THEY SWERE IM THE
HOTEL, THEY SET TO FINDIMG & WY,

WE COULD FOLD THEM. AMD HIDE THEM
I THE LINIG OF THE SINTCASE!

FOLD THEM? THAT Wikl LEAVE
MARKS, SHE'LL BE MSARPOIRTED,

AL+

AMD THEN MY MOTHER Hal A
GREAT IDEA..

TAKE - *
OFF YOUR, - -
COAT,




i— e
HEY, WHAT ARE YOU DOMNG? I YOU'RE SURE
. I LODK NORMAL ?
( warr, vouu see. )
YOU TUST LOOK LIKE
/ VOU'RE WEARING
SHOMADER PADS, [
@ IT'S STYLISH.
\ igee

BEHING 1T ..

NP THEM SEWED 1T BaCK IM,
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MEHEABAD AIRPORT...

ARRIVING AT TEHRAN'S (PLace vour BAGS ON THE TABLE .}

IU\T WALKING LIKE Fmﬁsns.ren-:._}

[ NOTHIMNG ILLEGAL 7

i
YOU'RE SURE YOU'VE GOT [ +OU REALIZE THAT IF | FIND
ANYTHING ILLEGAL, I'LL...

SIR, PLEASE
B0 WE REALLY
LOOK LIKE
SAUGHLERS Y

S0, WHAT HAVE YOU GOT WITH
VOU? ALCOHOL 7 PLAYING CARDS?
MUSICT FILM P CHESS SET P
MABAFIMNES 7...

Fﬁ

MOTHIMG. JUST
PERSONAL
SFFAIRES.

o ALRIGHT .
TAKE YOUR,
LUGGAGE

USToM
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BACK HIME ...

I WANTED POSTERS
CAREFUL! MNOT PHOTOS ! i

AND HERE'S YOUR,
DEMIM JACKET.

THANK YOU MOM! S0, HOW
WAS TURKEY 7

THAMEK YOUR
MOTHER. IT Wis

HER IDEA.




| PUT MY POSTERS UP IM MY ROOM,

o AND MY DEMIM TACKET WITH THE MICHAEL
JACKSON BUTTOM, AMD OF COURSE, MY HEADSCARF.

[_rau WHAT DO YOU THINK ?

\k

A34

: MOT FAR. OM GANDHI
AVEM

UE.

FOR AM IRAMNIAM MOTHER, MY
MOM WAS VERY PERMISSIVE.
| OMLY EMEW TWO O THREE

OTHER GIELS WHD COULD (&0

OUT ALOME AT THIETEEM.
=T




FOR A YEAR MNOW. THE FOOD SHORTAGE HAD BEEN RESOLVED BY THE GROWTH OF THE BLACK MARKET.
HOWEVER, rmmmd TAPES WAS A LITTLE MORE COMPLICATED, O GAMDHI AVERUE YOU COULD FIND THEAM

SOMETIMES.

3

VILEDS, MUSIC,
CARDS, LIPSTICK,
HMail
POLISH,
CHESS

(J’ WE'RE THE KIDS ]
4 AMERICA Jpans.

THEY WERE GUARDIANS OF THE REVOLUTION, THE
WOMEN'S BRANCH. THIS GROUF HAD BEEMN ADUED IN
4282 TO ARREST WOMEN WHO WERE IMPROPERLY
WVEILEDR, (LIKE ME, FOR EXAMPLE,)}
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THEIR J08 WaAS TO PUT US BACK
0M THE STRAIGHT AMD MARR W
BY EXPLAIMIMNG THE DUTIES OF

MUSLIA WOMEM .

THERE WAS NO ALTERMATIVE.
| HAD TO LIE.

| WEAR, THESE
— BECAUSE | PLAY
[wwmﬁvw \WEARING THISE “PUNC SHIES] il BASKE TBALL ,

IT Wias OBVIRS THAT SHE HAD
HD IPEA WHAT PUME wWAS,

AND YOU WEAR, THIS JACKET MO, IT'S MALCOLM X, THE LEADER
FOR BASKETBALL TOO 77 | oF BLaCK MUSLIME IN AMERICA .

BONT GIVE ME THAT!

KMOW HIAA,
MICHAEL JACKSOM! THAT

SYAMBOL OF DECADENCE?

BACK THEM, MICHAEL JACKSOM
WaAS STILL BLACK.,

AREMN'T YOU ASHAMED TO WEAR,
TIGHT JEAMS LIKE THESE??

THE COMMITTEE WAS THE HG OF
THE GUARDIANMS OF THE REVOLUTION,
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AT THE COMMITTEE, THEY DIDN'T HAVE TO INFORM MY
FPARENTS. THEY COULP DETAIN ME FOR HOURS, OR

FOR Davs. | COULD BE WHIPPED. IN SHORT, ANYTHING
COULD HAPPEN TO ME. IT WAS TIME FOR ACTION.

[ P SORRY MA‘AM! FLL NEVER DO IT AGAIM...

o~

MA'AM, MY MOTHER'S
DEAD. MY STEPMOTHER
IS REALLY CRUEL AMD IF
| DON'T GO HOME RIGHT
AWAY, SHE'LL KILL ME...

CHELL BLEM ME WITH
THE CLOTHES IROM !

SHE'LL MAKE MY

BACK HOME...

FATHER PUT ME
iN AN ORPHANAGE

MAYBE SHE BELIEVED ME, MAYBE SHE JUST
PRETENDED TO. BUT, MIRACULOUSLY, SHE LET ME GO.

MARTI! WHAT HAPPENED?
HAVE YOU BEEN CRYING?

{m} MOM. I'M JUST

TIRED, I'M GOING TO
MY ROOM.,

THERE WAS MO waY | COULP TELL
THE TRUTH. SHE MEVEE WOULD
HANE LET ME GO OUT ALOME AGAIN,

| GOT OFF PRETTY EASY

CONGIDERING . THE GUARDIAMS
OF THE REVOLUTIOM DIDN'T
FIND MY TAPES.

) WE'RE THE KIDS IN
AMERICA WHOAD J7

T EACH MIS DWW WA OF CALMAING DOWWHL
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b 188 THE SHABBAT

TO KEEP US FROM FORGETTING THAT WE WERE AT WAR, IRAQ OPTED FOR A REW STRATEGY...

| HEARD THEY'RE GOIMG TO USE WHAT ARE YU SAYING? WE'RE
BALLISTIC MISSILES AGAINST UsS. MOT AT WAR WITH THE SOVIET
UNION. | DOM'T BELIEVE THE IRAQIS
HAVE WEAPOMS LIKE THAT.

MISSILES THAT CaM GO THAT FAR COST A FORTUME!

(WELL, THAT'S WHAT THE RUMIRS SaY! ) \
[ WE IRAMNIANS ARE OLYMPIC CHAM-

PIONS WHEM T COMES TO GOSSIF.

FROM THE IRAG! BORDER TO TEHRAM IT'S THOUSANDS OF MILES, ]

EVEM WHEM 0L SEE SOMETHIMG
WITH YOUE OWHN EYES, wOU
MEED COMFIRMATION FR.OM
THE BBC,

SHE'S RIGHT. WE LOVE TO w0OU SEEM TO HAVE THE
EXAGHERATE OPPOSITE SYMPTOM |

@wmvmwmr?.]

TUST LEADS ME TO BE
SKEPTICAL .

[nw HATURAL OPTIMISM
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MM PESSIMISM SO0M WON DUT OVER DAD'S OPTIMISM, IT TURMNED OUT THAT THE IRAQIS DID HAVE
MISSILES , THEY WERE CALLED "SLUDSY AND TEHRE AW BECAME THEIR TARGET.

WHEN THE SIRENS WENT ON, IT MEANT WE HAD SOER e T THEV r
THREE MINUTES TO KNOW IF THE END HAD COME . e B oy et Ly i e
£,

IT'S THE SAME THING,

IT WOULDA'T
PMAKE ANY
AFFERENCE!!

THE THREE MINUTES SEEMED
LIKE THREE DAYS. FOR THE FIRST
TIME, | REALIFED JUST HOW

MUCH DANGER. WE WERE IN. YOU WON'T DEAR.

| PROMISE YOU !
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MOW THAT TEHRAM WaS UMDER ATTACK, MANY FLED. THE CITY WAS DESERTED. AS FOR US, WE STAYED.
NOT JUST OUT OF FATALISM. IF THERE WaS TO BE A FUTURE, IN MY PARENTS" EYES, THAT FUTURE Was

LIMEED TO MY FREMCH EDUCATION., AND TEHRAM Was THE OMLY PLACE | COULD GET IT.

SOME PEQPLE, MORE
CIRCUMSPECT, TOOK SHELTER
IMN THE BASEMENTS OF BlG
HOTELS, WELL-RNIWM FOR
THEIR SAFETY, APPARENTLY
THEIR. REINFORCED COMCRETE
STRUWTURES WERE
BOMBFROOF,

—

rctHE EXMAMPLE WAL QURE il

NEIGHBORS, THE BaBA-LEVY'S.
THEY WERE AMONG THE FEW
JEWISH FAMILIES THAT HaD
STAYED AFTER THE REVOLUTION.
MR, BABA-LEVY SAID THEIR
AMCESTORS HAD COME THEEE
THOUSAND YEARS AGD, AND

[ |
.. THEIR DAUGHTER MEDRA WAS

A QUIET GIRL WHO DIDN'T PLAY
MUCH, BUT WE WOHNP TalLk

ABOUT ROMANCE FROM TIME
TO TIME.

Llﬁﬂ'-"-i’-] WAS THEIR HOME . J

S T————

ONE DAY & BLOND PRIMCE ]

WITH BLUE EYES WILL COME
AND TAKE ME TO HIS CASTLE.

S0 LIFE WENT 0M..,
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..ON ONE DAY, UKE ANY OTHER:

( 0w, 1000, 1200 TUMANS.

| WANT TO GET SOME JEAMS
| AND ESPADRILLES.

\ .

MOM, CAN | HAVE SOME MGHE-‘I"?]

A000 TUMANS?

(¥R, THAT'S oW MUCH THEY CUST.

OUR CURREMDY HAD LOST ALL ITS
VALUDE, IT WAS SEVEN TUMAMS TO
THE DOLLAR, WHEN THE SHAH WAS
STILL AROUMD, FOUR YEARS LATER
T WAS 440 TUMANS TO THE DOLLAS .
FOR MY MOTHER, THE CHANGE WAS
50 SUDPEM THAT SHE HaD A HagD
TIME ACCELTIMG IT.

S _

ﬁ-l'"l.l':i' THESE EAREINGS.

, 'Ll TAKE THE TEANS, ]

AND I'LL TAKE
THAT RING, THERE! _

WE WERE IN THE MIDST OF SHOPPIRG
EUPHORLA, WHEN SUDDENLY...

BOOMI

TAVAMIE, WAS WHERE | LIVED,

IF SOMEQME HAD TIMED ME, |
THEE | WWOULD HAVE BEAT THE
WORLD SPEED RECORD,
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FASTER! PLEAGE HURRY. & CROWTD HAD GATHERED IM FROMT
OF MY STEEET ! THE BOMBE HAD
HIT p STREET !

MATAM, WHICH APPARENTLY, IT
E-LI'IL;I:':-IM& WAL EXPLODED AT THE
MHIT *

MY BUILDING AMD THE BABA - OHE CHAMCE IN TWO THAT IT

LEVY'S WERE AT THE EMDB OF WAS OUR BUILDING . [_}_’ﬁ;’é ‘éﬁ;‘; 1T' G0 BEYOND
THE STREET. !

AMD HE LET ME THEOUGH.




| GIDM'T WANT TO LOOK UP. | LOOKED AT MY TREMBLING LEGS. | COULDN'T a0 FORWARD,
LIKE IM A MIGHTMAEE .

1l

THEM BE ALIVE. LET THEM ...

{LET THEM BE ALIVE. LET

g

YOU'RE ALL RIGHT 7

DAD'S ALL RIGHT 7

GRANDMA'S ALL
T ?
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[WHEE:E DIt 1T Hn'?_*]
FHE BABA-LEVY 'S HOUSE,

IT'S SATURDAY, YU

WELL, | DON'T KHOW.
KHNOW |

| KNOW IT'4 SATURDAY IS THE
SATURDAY. 507 JEWISH SABBATH.
WHEREVER, THEY ARE,
Jews ARE SUPPOSED

ITS TRUE THAT THEY
WEREN'T YEREY OBSERVAMT,
| THIME YOU'RE RIGHT.
THEY MUST HAVE STAYED
AT THE HILTOM.

0L THINK
THAT...?

WOU KNOW THE TAPE | PUT ON THE WINDOWS ?
IT WORKED PERFECTLY, ALL THE WINDOWS
ARE BROKEM, BUT THERE'S NOT A PIECE OF
BROKEN GLASS IN THE HOUSE'

\ AN

I COULE TELL THAT My MOTHER WAS TEYING TO CHAMGE THE SUBJECT.

ALy




WHEM WE WALKED FAST THE BABA-LEVY'S HOUSE, WHICH WAS COMPLETELY DESTROYED, | COULD FEEL
THAT SHE WAS DISCREETLY PULLING ME AWAY. SOMETHING TOD ME THAT THE BABA-LEVYS HAD BEEAM
AT HOME. ., SOMETHING CAUGHT py AT TENTION.

| SAW A TURQUOISE BRACELET. IT WAS NEDA'S. HER THE BRACELET WAS STILL ATTACHED TO...
AUNT HAD GIVEM IT TO HER FOR HER FOURTEENTH | DOM'T KNOW WHAT...
BIRTHDAY...

MO SCREAM IM THE “WIELD COULD HAVE RELIEVED
MY SUFFERING AMDE pay ANGER .
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THE DOWRY

AFTER THE DEATH OF NEDA BABA-LEVY, MY LIFE TOOK A HEW TURM,
IN 4924, | WAS FOURTEEMN AND A REBEL. MOTHIMG SCARED ME

JHVMGE'.E.

THAT BRACELET ? GIVE IT TO

WHAT ARE YOU DOING WITH )
ME RIGHT HOW!

I'VE TOLD w0U 4
HUNMDRED TIMES
THAT IT IS STRICTLY
FORBIDDEN TO
WEAR TEWELRY
AHD TEAMS!

—
o

OVER MY DEAD
BODY ! IT WAS A
GIFT FROM MY MOM,

\

| HAD LEARMNEDR THAT YOoU SHOULD
ALWAYS SHOUT LOUVDEE THANM
YOUR AGGRESSIR.

IF YOURE STILL WEARTHNG
TEWELRY TOMORROM... I k:r»-::}w'

AND THE MEXT DAVY... {_LE.T ME SEE. IT, I'M TELLING YOU.

(ua'r ME SEE YOUR WRIST . ) WITH ALL THE TEWELRY
YOU STEAL FROM US, YOU
MUST BE MAKING 2 PILE

OF MONEY.

MARTI!
HIT THE
PRIMCIFAL

WHAT
HAPPEMED ?

EXCUSE ME!
| DIDN'T MEAMN IT !

)
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1 =S o=
AFTER | WAS EXPELLED, IT WAS A EEAL STRUGGLE TO FIMD ANOTHER J ']
SCHOOL THAT WOULD ACCEPT ME, HITTING THE PRIMCIPAL WAS A b
VERITABLE CRIME . BUT THANKS TO MY AUNT, WHO KMNEW SOME
BUREAUCRATS IN THE EDUCATION SYSTEM, THEY MANAGED TO L\\ s
PLACE ME IN AMOTHER SCHOOL . AND THERE...

= ———

SINCE THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC WAS
FOUMDED, WE MO LONGER HAVE o~ rf’
POLITICAL PRISONERS, =
l &
\

REGIME, BUT IT WAS THE ISLAMIC REGIME

MY UMCLE WAS [MPRISOMNED BY THE SHAH'S
THAT OE2DERED HIS EXELUOTION,

iy
YOU SAY THAT WE DON'T ( 1)
HAVE POLITICAL PRISONERS HOW DARE %OU LIE TO o ﬁémﬂp"
ANYMORE. . BUT WE'VE US LIKE THAT 7

GOME FEOM T000
FRISOMNERS UNMDER. THE
SHAH TO 300,000 UNRER

\ YOUR REGIME . J
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CEVIDUSLY, THAT EVENIMG MY
FATHER &GOT A PHOME CALL,

YOU EMOW SWHAT THEY BO
TO THE YOUKMG GIRLS THEY

S0 A GLARDIAN OF THE
REVOLUTION MARRIES HER...

IT WAS THE PEINCIFAL OF
MARTI'S SCHOOL .
APPARENTLY SHE TOLD OFF
THE RELIGION TEACHEE . SHE
GETS THAT FROM HER. UIMCLE.

YOU KMNOW WHAT HAFFEMED
TO MILOUFAR 7 THE GIEL YOU
MET AT KHOSRO'S HOUSE ?
THE MAN WHD MADE
PASSPORTS ¥

- 4ND TAKES HER VIRGINITY
BEFORE EXECUTING HER. DO YOU
UMDERSTAND WHAT THAT MEANS???

45

MAYBE YOU'D LIKE HER
TO EMD UF LIKE HIM TOD ?
EXECUTED 7

YOL BROW THAT 1T S
AGAINST THE LAW TO KILL
A VIEGIH..

IF SOMEOME S0 MUCH AS
TOUCHES A HAIR 0N YOUR
HEAR, FLL KILL Him!




BUT HOwY DO YOU KMOW THAT FOR SURES MO, YOUR MOTHER'S EIGHT .

IF THE GIRL DIES, THE
MAYBE THEY TUST EXECUTED HER.! Tﬁ,ﬂE1T|E}f‘{ﬂLL“l"‘, WHEM 4

HUSBAND HAS TO GIVE THE

GIRL GETS MARRIED, THE POWRY TO HER FAMILY.
HUSBAND 1S SUPPOSED TO
PAY HER A DOWEY .

THAT'S WHAT HAPPENED

WITH MILOUFAR . AFTER. SHE .

WAS EXECUTED, TO MAKE AL R
SURE HER AWFUL FATE WaS

UNDER.STOOD, THEY SENT £00

TUMANS® TO HER PARENTS.

500 TUMANS FOR THE LIFE
AND VIR GINITY OF AN
INKDCENT GIEL .

*EQUIVALEMT TO $5.00

ALL MIGHT LOMG, | THOUGHT OF THAT PHRASE: "TO DIE A MARTYR IS TO
INTECT BLOOD INTO THE VEINS OF SOCIETY.” NILOUFAR WAS A REAL MARTYE,
AMND HER BLOOD CERTAINLY DID MNOT FEED OUR SOCIETY'S WEINS.
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OME \WEEK LATER. ...

MARTI Cond »OU COME
HERE FOR A FEW
MINUTES? \WE WANT
TO TALK TO woU,

| WENT TO SEE THE PRINCIPAL TODAY. SHE ASSURED ME

THAT SHE HAD HOT SEMT A REFIRT THIS TIME , BUT CONSIDEEING
THE FERSOM YO ARE AND THE ERUCATION YOU'WVE RECEINVED

WE THOUGHT THAT IT WOULD BE BET TER IF YOU LEFT tRaN.

YOUR, MOTHER AMD | HAVE DECIDED

TO SEND YO TO AUSTEIA,

THERE S A FREMCH SCHOOL
IM VIEMMNA. OME OF THE
BEST IN EUROPE!

AND WHAT
ARE YU GUING
TO DO THERE 7

FIRST OF ALL, BECAUSE IT'S EASIER TO GET AM
AUSTRIAN VIS4, AND SECOND BECAUSE MY
BEST FRIEMD LIVES IN VIEHHA . DO YOU
REMEMBER HER 7 ZOZO07 SHERINE'S MOM7

YOLRE GOIMG O AHEAD OF BUT I'M OMLY FGUR_TEEM'!
VS, WE HAVE SOME BUSINESS YU TRUST ME?
TO TAKE CARE OF. WE'LL

T e o fer et YOU'RE FOURTEEM AND
: | KMOW HOW | BEOUGHT
YOU UP. ABOVE ALL, |
TRUST YOUR ERUCATION,
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YOUFEE THE SAME PERSON WHO WENT OH VACA-

TION TO FRANCE ALL BY YOURSELF, REMEMBER? TS TRUE, THAT was

GREAT ... REAL INDEFEMDENLCE.

BEFORE THE REVOLUTION, MY PAREMTS SENT ME
TO SUMMER CAMP M FRAMCE, MY MOTHER DIDMT
WANT ME TO GEOW UF LIKE AN DMLY CHILD,

WE LOVE YOU S0 MUCH THAT WE FEEL IT'S BETTER FOR
WE WANT YoU TO GO. YOU TO BE FAR AwaY anNd
HAPPY THAM CLOSE BY AND
MISERABLE, JUDGING BY THE
SITUATION HERE, YOU'LL BE
BETTER (FF SOMEWHERE ELSE.

AT THAT POIMT, | STAETEDR TO HAVE MY DOUBTS.
WHY S4Y THOSE THINGS IF THEY WERE C0MING T0O?

WE ADOR. DOM'T EVER FORGET
WHD YOU ARE!

MO, | WON'T EVEE FORGET .
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| REPEATED WHAT THEY HAD TOLD ME OVEE AMD | STAYED UF ALL MIGHT AN WONDERED IF THE
OVER IN MY HEAD. | WAS PRETTY SURE THEY MOON SHOME AS BRIGHTLY 1N VIENMA,
WEREMT COMIMNG TO VIEMMA,

THE MEXT DAY | FILLED A JAR | TOOK DOWIM ALL OF My
WITH S0IL FROM QUR GARDEM., POSTERS .
IEANIAN SOIL.

I INWITED MY GIELFRIENDS OVER
TO SAY GUIDEYE.

HERE. I'pn GIVING YOU MY MOST PRECIOUS THIMGS
S0 THAT YOU WOM'T FORGET ME.

)

| MEVER REALIZED HOW MUCH
THEY LOWED ME .

AND | UMDERSTOOD HOW
IMPORTANT THEY WERE TO ME.
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RIGHT AT OUR HOUSE,

CAM | SLEEP
WITH You?

GREAMDMA HOW DO YOU
HAVE SUCH ROUND BREASTS
AT YOUR AGE?

EVERY MOEMNIMG AND HIGHT,
| 204K THEM M A BOWL OF ICE
WATER FOR TEM MINUTES,

SHE ACTUALLY DID, AMD | KNEW
IT. | JUST WANTED TO HEAR, HER
S4Y IT.

| WATCHED MY GRAMDMA UNDRESS. EACH MORMNING, SHE PICKED
TASMINE FLOWERS TO PUT IN HER BRA S0 THAT SHE wOULD SMELL

NICE . WHEM SHE UMDRESSED, YOU COULD SEE THE FLOWERS FALL
FROM HER BREASTS.

OH, I'LL COME
<SEE YU,

SHE TOD WAS LYING TO ME .

IN LIFE YOU'LL MEET 4 LOT OF JTERKS. IF THEY HURT YOU,
TELL YOURSELF THAT IT'S BECAUSE THEY RE STUPID,
THAT WILL HELP KEEF YOU FROM REACTING TO THEIR
CRUELTY. BECAUSE THERE 15 HOTHING WORSE THAN
BITTERNESS AMD VEMGEANCE... ALWAYS KEEP YOUR

DIGHITY aMb BE TRUE TO YOURSELF,

450

IT WaAS SOMETHING TO SEE

LISTEM, | DON'T WANT TO
PREACH, BUT LET ME GIVE
YOU SOME ADVICE THAT

WLl AlwWAYS HELP YOU .

| SMELLED MY GRANDMA'S
BOSOM, IT SMELLED GOOD ., I'LL
HEVER FORGET THAT SMELL.




—

AND THE MEXT MORMIMNG .

WAKE UP TS

SEVEM O'CLOCK .

WEVE 0T TO GO
[ 3

| Will AL\WAYS BE
TRUE TO MYSELF,

v,f}q

DON'T EVER FORGET
WHAT | TOLD YOU.

|1 FMNOT COMING AL&&J

THERE WAS A HUGE LIME . LOTS

OF PEQPLE WERE LEAVING THE
COUNTRY,

ESPECIALLY YOUNG BOYS.,
COMSIDERED FUTURE ﬁﬂLDJER.'Er‘,
THEY WERE FORBIDDEM TO
LEAVE THE COUMTRY AFTER
THEY TURMED THIRTEEM.
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Eﬂ.\rjaﬁ,emwmwuum}

DONT CRY. THINK OF
YOUR FUTURE.
¥

(_guq:pa AWAITS YOU )

AS S00M A5 YOU GET TO
VIEMMA, GO ANDP EAT A
SACHEETOETE. IT'S THE MOST
PELICIOUS CHOLOLATE CAKE .

AMND IN S MONTHS,
WE'LL COME SEE YOU.

MANBE THEY'D COME TO VISIT,
BUT WED MEVER. LIVE TOGETHER
AGAIM.

WHAT | HAD FEARED WAS TRUE.

RO TEARS ., YOU'RE
A BIG GIRL

YOU'VE GOT TO &0 MOW.
DON'T FORGET \WHE YOU ARE
AND WHERE YOU COME FROM,
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| COLLDM'T BEAR LOOKING AT THEM THERE BEHIND THE GLASS. | COULDN'T JUST (0.
HOTHIMNG'S WORSE THAM SAYING GOODBYE, IT'S A LITTLE LIKE DYIMNG.

CLOSE YOUR,
SUITCASE,
YOU CAN GO.

| TURMED ARCUND TO SEE THEM
OHE LAST TIME.

IT WWOULD HAVE BEEN BETTEE TO JUST GO.
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